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I would not wed her : 

Ko ! were she oil desire could witb, as fair 

As would the vainest of her sex be tbonsbt, 

Ifith wealth beyond what woman^s pride could waite^ 

She gbottld not cheat me of my freedom. 

QtwaV* 
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CHAP; I. 

PERPLfiilTY. 

On the following ^^ay, however^ 
Wisebj had obtained from Victcji his 
promise* net to quit Wisebj Place^ 
J^f had urgedthe claims of friendship; 
^l|j( before/tljat, the gentle Mary^ 
Wj^ipg^ucl'i motives as har heart sug- 
^sted>. had trium]phed over the resolu* 
iiQn , which M. do Leyris had fon^ed^ 
•f s^p^ating from herj and of abau- 

TOL, III. B 
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3 THE BACHELOR. 

doning that abode \7l»re his presence 
diffused consolation. They had nni- 
tually vowed to each other love and 
.patience^ jth?y Aad agreed to expect 
tlidir udito jfrbin j^hat futurity might 
• *ljmii^'iil>dut>aild from the attachment 
of Wiseby> and they had discovered a 
ground for hope in that, profound^ 
latent, yet irresistible passion which 
they knew him to entertain for 
Adrinna — Perhaps the place of her 
abode might still be discovered ; 
perhaps, learning that her' bcother 
was in England, she might be induced 
to come and join him, and then — What 
a wide field opened itself for their 
imaginations to indulge hope ! what 
prepossessions, whaft prejudices/ what 
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regard for human opinion would noi^ 
yield-to a single look of the woman 
upon \vhom Wisehy's afFections were 
so tenderly fixed ! But how uncertain 
was not this siippositron^ how little 
probability was there of its ever 
being realizedy when so many inquiries 
had already proved fruitless ! Of this 
they were aware: yet they attached 
themselves to it^ as to a pleasing illubioli/ 
which relieved their impatience. * 

As for Wiseby, without his secrets 
escaping from his bosora^ his arii^ieties^ 
his meditations were directed to the 
same person^ but witii It very different 
result. ^'I am sheltered against the 
rigour of fortune, I am att my case,** 
B 2^ 
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4 ^H£ BAOa'EtOK. 

said he to himself, almost etery day 
after he had learnt that Adritna was 
preparing to return to France. ^' And 
yet, who can assure me that she is not 
immersed in an abyss of misery ? If 
she has not returned to her ccHintry, 
whither can she be gone, aloQe^ with- 
out relations, without adyisers, per- 
haps without the means of support? 
Ah! in^whateTer place she may be^ 
why* cannot I have p»t into her hand^, 
deposited at her feet, the gold which I 
give to the unfortunate without know- 
ing them ? Whiat do I say t divide 
my fortune with^her? No.— t-I would 
^ffer her the whole of it to prevent a; 
stogie want of her-s, a single regret/tJie 
slightest of her privatioas ! Indigence 
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may be tbe compl^ion of the miseriei 
she hat to eitdtire; Adriana, ivho 
remembers me^ is ignoraat 'whfsther i 
thinly of her. Ah! why cannot tho 
^oiee of love make itself heard frMi 
tae extremity of the universe to the 
other? ^'' 

Passing to still more gloomy ap- 
prehensions^ he considered with dread, 
th«t among the* nvaltitude of fore^ipers 
that Hacked to London, thet^ had net 
boan one capable* of giving him any 
m(6tmAii9fn i^eeting the fate of 
MadaB[» d'Azomar . Ah ! cmdoubtedty 
if she bad perished in the fatal resolu-* 
tion of returning to France^ she had 
beea recognixed^ thrown into prison, 
b3 
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6 TR£ BACHEL011. 

forgotten^ or even^ sliockuig idea! like 
so many other unfortunate victim^^ 
undergone the fate which atrocious 
barbarity inflicted upon beauty^ in- 
■ocence^ virtue^ without distinction of 
ae^ or age, Wiseby, however, perused 
the French papers with the greatest 
attention ; but he had not met with 
the name so dear to his heart in the 
fatal lists which were dispersed 
. throi^hout every couatry of Eurdper 
This name would have struck him: 
the sight of it would^have annihilated . 
him. Adriana had not perished !~- 
Where was she then ? what was 
become of her? This informatioo 
Wiseby would have given any price 
to procure. He does Mt wish to see 



d by Google 



THE BACHELOR. 7 

her tisgam; but it is indispensably 
ueoeisary for the peace of his mind 
that he should know her in happiness 
and tranquillity, even at the risk of dis- 
covery to her that it is the most «rdent 
of his*^^ v*^isbes. He therefore applied 
in London to every one who might have 
any connexions in Germany^ Italy^ or 
even in Froncei It wad under the 
name of Victor that be collected his 
intelli^nce ; it was under the pr#ext 
of fraternal affection that he conceal- 
ed hit strong passion. He had yet 
had no success^ and his consolation 
every day was to remain in uncertainty, 
as he every 4iay dreaded to hear of the 
nMst overwhelming of calamities. 
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His habitunl unevMsinesi renicred kit 
motions as uncertain as his. thottghts*. 
Ue went out withoUt any 4eiioi^ 
design^, and found himaelf aknurt 
without being coascious of it^ in the 
village of Burton^ where theDa* 
inenil family Hved. H^ did not ex« 
actly \Lape thai Ade}^^ or that fa^ 
re^ectab}6 parents^ coulid ^ive him 
tidings of Adriana; but tiie iliing was 
ncA, jf&po^nhkif and if they did not 
speak to bim of Hie {ureseirt^ tbey 
would at kast convtfM wi^ bite r^i-^ 
petting the past. 

In the midst of this agitation ^ 
ihind, Wiseby contemplated with m- 
t^oder concern bis young sister and bis 
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frtaod Victor, whose passioa it caused 
bitn piain to be obliged to oppose ; but 
ladj Maity mbmitted with sueh gen- 
tleactas to her distiny, a^ Leyris con* 
daeted. himself with so tfducih g^nero- 
•ily and reserte, that the good lord 
st length imagined that he had o|>eiied 
their eyes with respect to the dangers 
yhich they would have mcarred if 
waiibcd. SMicitofis to conftrmjthetn ifi 
ii!ieh |ftl«itary sentiments, he did not 
venture to preach to them wf^en 
together, but he exhorted them sepa- 
rately, and that with all the warmth of 
a man persuaded of the truth of his. 
doctrine, to fly, to dread, to detest 
marriage, in short, to adopt his system 
in its full extent. Lady Mary, out of 
b5 
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10 THE BACHELOR. 

tenderness and respect for her brother^ 
did not hazard an objection^ and Victor 
laid sufilci^nt restraint upon himself 
to avpid sttiiling. Wiaeby was there- 
fore perfectly well satisfied with their 
docility, * which he attributed to the 
persuasiveness of his eloquence^ when 
a circular letter, announcing* an ex- 
traordinary meeting of the Bachelors^ 
Club, summoned him to London, 
whithcir the two lovers accompaoied 
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CHAP. II. 
APPAJIITION. 

Whither . does not generosity 
lead ? Wiseby was alone in his house 
ai Londo0-^but no ; he was not alone, 
for he thoughf of Adriana. His un- 
certainty with respect to the fate ^f 
fih'lady; his alarms/ which presented 
fhemselres under as many forms as 
there wer6 dangers which she coulcun* 
ctnTj threw into total confusion all the 
ideas of pile 6f Ibei most sensible meii 
in England. '"^ Adriana^ amiable 
Adriana,^ be exclaimed, ''you whd 
have not forgotten me, where arc you ? 
Oh^ ye rinUiowi that hide her from me> 
» 6 
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13 THE BACHStOK. 

dissipate yourselves. Adriana^ hear me; 
see my hand ready tp^ aid you^ my arm 
r6ady to defend you. Call your 
friend at least to you ; iie tvill go to 
&eek youji wereit qv^ in 9. d^H^^^j 
be will go to save you though uii^er 
'tue axe of the executioner. Tp 
vrh^tever extremity you may bd 
r^uced^ say tb^t you .havp lost 
9othiu^, no ppthipg ; Milfocd is leCl 
to you; Ob^ inexpressible bappinesffl 
perkaps I alone am left t^ you in tbo 
yniverse!" This last idefi 6fmg bis 
brain^ and in^s^icatii^ b^^ with pas^ 
sjon^ b^ exelaimed in a hind of deli^ 
jritt^. Do not tj&ict, jpu#s^f anjr 
longe^j Adriana, sigh no mori, ceas^ to 
fiear^ ba^i^ ypwr vegf^ts ; JlwH aiymi 
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$i^ to ^uf cour« to stve jmi.. C^ne; 

ffoteo^^ 3^ur only support in.tik« 
tpnii^se j> And if this ig u#i eno^f 1i to 
wAi%ce yw to li^llpw me, see at your 
|9ejtojK>Wif'busa|^fkiHlr. .Y«it yoyr hufr* 

^f If I ]|^ve '^ie a f0qli$b vpw^ it wa« 
]»6ciiiu«« I d]^ i>D|; Ju^ 

♦■ ^ ' ' ' . *. , ' ' - 

At AbfiSie. irprdt l»e f^o^kcl^ him* 
self: b«irM:fdg^twf^at't?}iat%haa 
v^Dtiir44. ,to utieij i^t the . tliought 
lfhi<4» th^ ]^d .b«di 4tl44^ 4o admit for « 
iiAK^ iQ#iiient. li^ Itkubrd Mtaicl kinr^ 
w if ^i^i4 tjb#t^ be.bftd been (»¥«rheai<l t 
ai4 ikfilnfi^Rfi^fy, UiUdn 4bat lie w 
aiap^ he UwUffd, i^t hsioig iieai 
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heard by himself. Astooishedj flight^ 
ened« hombled^ the unhappy Wiseby 
sank into a chair, where he Mmained 
overwhelmed with confnsioil like a 
coni'icted criminal. Suddenly the door 
of the apartmeat opened^ and a yonng 
lady rushed in with- her arms extend* 
fd. *' And do I indeed see you again^ 
my friend !'' she exclaimed. At these 
words Wiwby rises^ and presents to 
the eyes of Madame d'Azeniar/ of 
Adr^a^ who imagined she was about 
to embrace her brother Victor — he 
presents to her riew Lord Milford/ K' 
be was thrown into a state of stnpeftte- 
iitmy Adriana^ in her tunij was not less 
confounded. She started back for a mo^ 
■lent ::ibe imexpected pleasure of see>^ 
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lag again her fnend iotermingled itself 
in her bosem with her affection for her 
brother^ and easting upon Lord Wise- 
hj% look replete with aflfection^ g^i^ty^ 
and hi4>pine6s — '^ How ! is it you^ 
Lord Milford ?" adding with a laughs 
^ I beg your pardon^ my dear Lord, 
but it was not you that I thought to 
embraee ; it was mj brolher/' 

Victor^ who had been apprised of 
bis sist^'s arrival^ entered as she iidish- 
ed speaking. ^' Adriana^ my dearest 
Adriana V he exclaimed^ pressing her 
a thousand times to his bbsom^ ^'by 
what unexpected felicity. «..'' Here 
words are wanting to express what wa9 
&lt by all the persons thus asitfrnbled 
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in Lord Wiaeby's: lumse. Ma4amd 
d*Azemfr was traoiporied witH jpht-^ 
sure; ber brother abaiidaiifd bidfuelC 
to the most pieawig emotiam of de** 
light. It is much more ewj t^ dcBcribt 
the state of liord Wisdiy.* The twd* 
den event whieh had roused hmi from 
his profovnd reverie> this vision which 
he had been so far Irom ^^ctkig^ had 
thrown him into such a state of asto- 
nishment, that be did n«t believe Ihe 
realii^ of what be saw^ and hi« w<Hrda 
expired upon his lips. Nt> one p^- 
«eived bis i^itnatioo^ bec^se' in thtee 
first moments erery one^^ heart was sor 
full that he was ^eupied only with 
himself. Adrianalbudd herself soooar 
^nany of tiie f est in a coodiliOd to 
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«t>t «npe^i|ig c^bHrent '' )Ul lif^ I 

At hearii^ the mm^ ef J#4<)y Cw<h. 
liiie, Wiseby:fif$t pdrMuted l^iiister/ 

metit. '' YeS, my brother/' said she, 
very w^Usatisfiied HiUh hefneU^ '' 4bis 
i#.iIV>^Wtk ;** I*! the fktMKtipe sl^Wlr! 
u%f|(iQi M«44»« d'AMMi^whdmidlw 
Mi^yottgbiwUh l•^ ''l^ti^^ 
that IiinwM oo(|I|m1 jwutojudgftnora 
faTourahlyof me/* 

* ' . ' , * ■ ^ 

^"^^ Hop i . your hreitbetr V ejdclaiowd 
AdriiMMa; '' 19 my lady your sister^ 
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with li^r muml diynil^^ adTancing to* 
wtards Victor, '' I brtng^ the olive 
iMMAoh of peace/' 

'' I am ready to bdieve/' replied 
Adriana^ brotiier;, smiliog, '' that it 
Vtill h% a perpetual peace.'' 

Wisaby, who by degrees recdrared 
his gaiety> observe^ io the same tone^ 
f^ The idfea of tlie,oUv« bifajich is very 
appropriate,; for does mt my mUt 
reteqiUe Minervik ? She is the Palla-* 
dkm returned again i/ntkiD the walls 
of Troy/' 

Every oue kughed :. Lady CaroHne^^ 
however, took the Joke literally, and 
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Arom that moment everi^ tbiiig past wHs, 
consigned to oblivion. 

" • ' i . . / .' 

The conyereatioii that ensued be^ 
spoke the universaf joy: 'it wad rapid 
tod defiultorj. Many pet sobs and mm* 
»y things were spoken of;- but f bfe laif 
guest always remainefd tlid chief .object 
af attention. Suddenly a; stranger eo-* 
tered the room, '' It is the baron ! *^ 
exclaimed Adriana ; ^ ^ I tli>oug4lt %^ 
bad been lost. My lord^ kn ia ow 
traveUing <;ompanioii ;'' and die waa 
about to present the Baron- (& TQley 
to the Earl of Wisebyy but he Mitewdy 
introduced himself^ and told the earl 
that he had enjoyed the pleasure of 
acoHiipanying Madame d'A^emair r 
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that there was nothing more credible^ 
for that every one was ready to foflpw 
her to the end of the world ; that he 
was charmed to have the honour of 
seeing again the nobleman with whont 
he r^ollected very well having been at 
/Gibraltar; that be (the baron) ha4 
beentipod the floating batteries^ where^ 
by the bye^ there was some hot work ; 
and, added 'he, '' Do you not remem^ 
b€^, my lord, that after the siege was 
raised, we drank together more Ma- 
deira than probably the thre% sove- 
reigns of France, England, and Spain 
had consumed that whole year/' 

Wiseby replied to the baron's com- 
pliments with rather cold politeness* 

Digitized by Google 



iThus this day terminated^ and the mor- 
row was fixed for hearing the details 
of Lady Caroline/s travels^ and of the 
means she had employed for finding 
Ads^hk; add Conducting hereto Eng- 
Ittnd. ' Every me expected this narra- 
tive with the greatest impatienc^^ as 
ef^y one had somettfii^ to learn^ 
softeiiiiiig to ^sco^er in hearing it. 
Bat why had the presence of the Ba- 
ron de Taley cast ah air of tineasin^ 
over the countenance of Lord Wiseby? 
We may aiilfm that his heart enjoyed 
very '- ntJnsibly, though secretly, the 
pleasure olP faavitog seen Adriana ar- 
rive ; yet it could not be doubted thiit 
it gavehiflii a Wyreal chagrin to have 
seen h*^^rrive with the bardo. > 
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CHAP. tit. 

THE RECITAL. 

ca^wilict Ad^iwa to Eugl^;, it wuif) 
the firm ocm^tctuHi tb«t - )if r pi^ismy^ 

of the j8m) ]b|er;]b{;<^Hr>' f^iftb ^|i|(m;# 
s^im^ts Tj»,iy Mafy* hiidL;i9pd,e l^f 
iUl(|o&iiirfed, It w$i9 iH^tl^ Ao view^of 
^^J'ip** *t hpr r^iimii 41^ surprise c^ 
A4riimt fud #f liorjl "V^i^y,* tjN^t 8|k^ 
b^d cbosen tQ truYel u&detF ihe jiame ^ 
liadyCarbline.S^lwjB; and Jthi^ vbi^ii 
$h^ abkntiwtec^d JieiflQlf.tl^ei /lister of 
the Earl >f Wimby, 8^« jt0^ $ceat 
care to cwoetl .Hie (kcuQiatiM^e tiiat 
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the earl and Lord MillTord were one 
and the same person. She expected to 
derive from this concealment a great 
advantage^ tb procure herself a com- 
plete triumph at the explanation^ aod 
to overwhelm her brother with the< 
weight of the obligations which- he 
would owe to her when he s)H)uld 
learn that she was privy to his secret^ 
mid that it was to her he was indebted 
for all his happiness. She had defer^d 
till the morrow this piece of stage-trick, 
but in this calculation^ ber vanity m^t 
with an obstacle which she had not 
^foreseen. 

Very early in the morning she re* 
eeived a visit from Lady Mary and 

VOL. III. c 
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Victer. Tbe latter oaase to eotreal 
lur, m the name of deiicaoy and Ito- 
Mor^ to obser^re the most profonmd 
sileace with respect to uM Ab might 
have beard of the presmiMd afttach* 
mdat of Wroeby for Madame tl'Aze- 
mar. With this reqiiest Lady Caro* 
line ^sitively refused io coBipIy : ia 
vain lier sistar made her the most prey- 
ing emtreattes : her . pride vrished tc^ 
obtetn all the honours of the triumph 
— io see the Earl of Wiseby subdued/ 
submitting' before her eyes to^ the yoke 
of love^ and humbled under the wreck 
of his fine system, overthrown by a 
single glance from the eyes of Adri- 
ana. It required other means than 
efltreatUQs to prevail upon the proud 



d by Google 



IbAJj wbo imagined her»elf reaion per-^ - 
•onifieiL It was not netit Vieiof made 
an appeal td ber generosity^ andde* 
aifed bar to place herself in bis ditoa- 
tion and then d^termine^ tbatebe beig^n 
io besiii^e. In fact^ M. de J;ejri& 
l^ad undertaken to i»ike her pereeiv^ 
bow delicate the situation was in which 
he was placed between the earl and 
Adriana ; the one bis lister, the dtb^ 
the friend from whom he expect^ the 
happiness of his life) but from "Vffhom 
he would neither force a cooiseiit nor 
wrest his secret. He even declared 
himself ready to go into voluntary ba- 
nishmeot^ if Lady Caroline, won Id not 
consent to act as if she- bad known no- 
thing and heard noticing, apd* in short 
c2 
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28 THE BACHBL5R. 

remain a mute and indiflferent spectator 
of what might happen. This new part 
which sh^ was called upon to act^ and 
in which that greatness of mind to 
which Victor arid Lady Mary appeal- 
cd> found more scope for itsgratifica- 
tion ihan her pride, gave quite another 
turn to her ideas. But as she did 
not know how to do a good act with a . 
good grace, she hesitated for a long 
time/ The two persons interested in 
her decision almost despaired of suc- 
cess, when at length she gave her so- 
lemn consent toihis secret agreement. 

We have now introduced upon the ^ 
scene all the persons that were assem- 
bled in Lord Wiseby*« parlour. He 
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was thefe at aa early hour with his two 
Bikers and Victor to breakfast; Ma- 
idame d'Azemar alone had not yet made 
her ^apFpearaooe. Lady Caroline; judg^ 
ing how eager e^ery one was to hear 
ber^ began thus. 

'^ I will not inquire of yon, M. de 
Leyris^ whether you hate forgotten 
the injuries I have done you : I am 
sure I have atoned for them/' 

He entreated her to say no more up-^ 
on the subject. It was not her inten« 
tion^ therefore she continued : 

'^ A word fVom Lady Mary taught 
me what Lbught to Aa. My brother's 
c3 
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nnetiis wea^e sufficient to ward off the 
blow that had been levflled a^iBst 
jou. As ioon as 1 Wascertaia of Hm, 
1 vowed to find your sister^ and to 
crimn jomw wishes by restoring her to 
you. The friendship wbkfa Lotd 
Wiseby has forjou assured me before- 
band that I eould not jtroeiire yon a 
wr^rise more agreeable to both of 

She spoke these last words vrith an 
Address Miat was not usual with her. 
Wistibiy^ whom the mere mention of 
Adriana's liape was sufieient to t hrow 
into agitation^ did not however con- 
diide tiiat liiti secret bad Veen disco- 
vered. He cast hia eyes to the ground^ 
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Vfhii^ prei^nted. his observin; that 
the two sifters and Victor looked at 
eacb oikw lyid raiUed« 

^' I resolYed to go to Hamburgli,^ 
continued Lady Caroline, '' and there 
to seek for mforauulion respecting Ma- 
dame d'Asemar. I recollected what 
tve had heard before, that she had pre» 
f^er tj lodged in Hamburgh. Her real 
name^ it was to be eaipacted^ would be 
Ctiund io the regist«ra of ike baok of 
that ciij, mdjEtet oorn^cuideDi ayei» 
cified. From thence Uwas my dea^s 
to follow h» Ibbtitop^ wjBa tkougbiit 
ftboold be ae^essar^ to {po t(k FkaMe^ 
ami to Ifuxn iUtAf, wiesflowitl^ ^▼^^ 

c4' 
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sion of gratitude which displayed it- 
self in every feature of V/iseby^ repaid 
his sister for the generous design for 
which she gave herself credit. She 
proceeded in the following terms^ ^ 

4 

^' I was fortunate enough not f o 
have to wait long for an opportunity 
of passing over to the continent. I 
read in a newspaper an advertisement 
that a Mrs. Harley wished for a copr-^" 
pamon to ^ with h^r^ at their joini 
expedce, as far as Hamburgh. Yo\] ' 
know that Mrs. Harley is one of the 
silliest beings whom spleen has ever 
sent from England into foreign coun- 
tries. Her head is empty, her under^ 
standing confined ; her oars oply rer 
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quired tioisc:, and her eyes motion. She 
iravetted merely in order to see new 
faces, and for change of place* In 
other respects s^e is civile and easy in 
her manners^ and such a mere English- 
-^omab^ that when at our arrival the 
merchant at whose house we took up 
aitr' abode asked hor whether she un- 
derstood German^ she immediately an- 
swered, ' I should be very sorry if 
Idid/ 

'* I agreed with her that I would be 
known by no. oilier name than that of 
Lady Caroline ^Iwyn. She had dis^ 
enttion eiiough n0t;to inquire into n^ 
Eiotivesi. But> now I think of it^ 
you will iipt ft)r^Ye me if I do not 
c5 
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^¥t jtm some description of; Hsm«^ 
Ino^fa. It is a rerj larige city, t]i« re- 
sort of pa^le fron all (jpiarlert of the 
globe. Business is Iraq^oted, wbA 
newspapers are wHtten m it. It ban a 
ieMate^ which dods not tontroill ^e af** 
fairs of the worlds but w, on the eon-' 
tnsy, iheii^ viry hdmble servant; m 
«lmrt^ Hflimburgh is the plaod for great 
^rojects^ great news^ great expeoees, 
great dinners^ great fortunes^ and great 
liarftkruptcies. 

^ ^< The sthame -wfaith had alone led 
nie thkUet did not pretettt my visiting 
wstk niiieb intereit a city wbicfa> k^ 
dipendelitly of bating Cbarlemagno 
itoito fsumder, And iis eoimoeretal 
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f^m^Bmh h^i h^A ^ goti fMtaM 
to a^md 6?e of*^. gffe«ie$l QtlM»i<9 

bem 6mr tiinef mtkfA^ and oocot i^i« 
sited bjT the ph^tte.'' 

Here Lord Wiseby made a motion 
expressive of inpatieace : profaahljr he 
r^etted vrithin hitistilf thatUtiiiter 
possessed so good a nteoMvy. 



''^ The day ufter our arfital^ 
Ceived arisit from a FfenehiMa wh^ 
ymg much ia the Mabit of freqaefitiog 
the house of the neiohanl w^ whon 
\te WUQ oomeoted. This was the Ba^ 
reft de Taley^ vri&k v$hom y^v^ my 
brother^ yesterday renewed your ac*« 
c6 
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quaiRtaii<;e. The ImroD^ with the ex** 
action of his manners, resembles those 
officious Ciceroni who^ according to 
the accounts of our English trayellersj 
offer their services at the port of Na« 
pies to straggers who land there. 

^' Hus man displeased me from the 

firit. moment that I saw him. He is 

one of those amiable cosmopolites who 

always Ibave a smiling air^ who consi- 

der4AiemselTes«6traageis no where^ but 

,a{ipear everywhere to be at home. If 

he has not seen elsewbcire the persons 

with whom he speaks for the first timc^ 

he has always connexions with persona 

of tWir a^quain^^ ; for eiiam* 

pie-.-.'* 
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Wiseby gave a 8tiU more niafked 
sign of inipatieDce ; but we have«el« 
ready said that Lady Caroline was a 
person who coufd not be interrupted ; 
she therefore coattnued with the same 

calmness as before. 

* 

'^ The baron said he had not the 
honour of knowing my travelling com* 
pamod ; but he had been- frequently 
at Spa and at Aixla Chapelle in com* 
pany with her brother Sir ThoiMas 
Harley, a great better^ a great player, 
and who had such a fine dog, called.. 
•.' Fox/ said Mrs. Harley, delighted 
to "fipd herself an^ong acquaintance. — 
^ Yes/ Fdx, that was the name/ re- 
peated the baron. Mrs. Harley did 
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oojt l^t Uie ^portuaitj slip %i pro- 
loDgiag ike co^y€M^%ikm. — ^ ^ My 
dear brotber !' she exel^med; 'be 
left m« bis dog wbea he died.'— - 
'What! i» Sir Thomas dead?' e^^- 
claimed M. de Taley, with an air of 
interest, as if he greatly regretted the 
deceased. ' Yes, m, he is dead, and 
be died very unfortunately/ ' Alaa ! 
madam, at present there i^ no dyh^ 
otherwise/ 

# - * 
^' And thus, under tbe credit of the 

brother and .of Fox, the baron got 

himself ^uite comfortably esti^bltshed 

Ux the house^ brought us all the ne^s 

of the town, aqd told us adiecdotes 

troe^ false, or doubtful. He arranged 
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e«€N>rted borne tire ladies that csme to 



secus^.'"^ 



After this torrent of superfiuom 
words, which the impatience expressed 
in the eooatenance of every one pre- 
seat was iiuca|Mible of stopping, I^&dy 
CaroHo« at kmgtii eaoie to speak of 
Ajdriaaa.— -'^ A .woman," said shc^ 
^' does not require much address to^ 
make a man ans^rer queations wttch 
she does net choose to put to him in a 
direct niadner. I led without diflS* 
ealty M. de Tftky to speA otHm 
French that were in Lollidoo^ and 1! 
mentioned you. Count Victor. — ' Vic- 
tot deL^^sl*^ be inmiedta^ly ex- 
claimed: ^do you not know tliafc'fcir 
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flister is here? I am astonished, that 
jou have not yet met with her. She* 
passes here by the name of Mfidame 
Durand/^ added he with a smile of 
mystery.. 

^^ I recollected what the family of 
Dumenrl had told us concerning these 
measures of precaution which some of 
the emigrants found it necessary to 
adopts and I did not. doubt that tt was 
actifftliy Madame d'Azemar that was 
at Hamburgh. ' What sort of a person 
is she;* I asked with affected indifie^ 
wesice. ^ Does she resemble the count 
her brother?' / 

- * . . * ■ • 

Tbe baron immediately gave me her 
pcrftmif. 



d by Google 



THE BACHELOR. 41 

""' She is of the san^ stamp^'^ said be : 
"" She is wisdom personified ; not indeed 
with a helmet upon her head^ and an 

^ aegis upon her arm/ such as sh^ issued 
from the brain of Jupiter.' M? dame 
d' Asemar suffers herself to be attired by 
folly and consulted by reason. Nature 

' seems to hare given her levity of dis- 
position^ In order that she might be 
excused foT having bestowed upon her 
an habitual correctness of judgmeM. 
A person who should not see her^ but 
only hear her speaks could not guess 
her age. She employs herself about 
fashions with the young of her sex^ 
converses on housekeeping with tfaoi^e 
of a more advanced age; she speaks 
of the pope with a bishop> and of the 



d by Google 



42 Tttt BACIUBtOR. 

errors of the allien with ^RivaroL She 
ftays severe thiegs toeirerjr one, and yet 
it is evideol that she thinks ill of no 
one. Nothing can be nooire eiien than 
her temper^ or wore ddigbtfhl than her 
society. I know a fool who* ^ often 
in company with her; but she Mrer 
laughs when he speal^s. It ^as from 
these seemingly tritial ciccumitanees 
that I soon discotefed thaft she ha» at 
much solidity ,of UDderitanding m 
gpodnet s of lieari. It is easy to OAake 
hAracqu^^iiitiAiKe ; but I defy any man 
of the mo«t insinuating address to say 
that he has advanced* a step fwthar. 
Finally^ I. know not where Ae bas 
found the secret; but all t3m man 
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mdmire her^ and all the wortien pardcm 
her. 



'' It is useless I jsu^oae/' ^ontintpdl 
£ia% Caroline^ '^ te remind you^ tibit I 
iiWfely^ fepeat the words of M^ 
de Talej/' She wasan tberi^t; for 
irf ii be triiie that 4be iEmpett)r Cbaries 
the ^h. said that a mas odgiit togpeak 
to God IB Spanish, ie hit mistresi in 
Italibn. and to his friend m Frcoch^ hi 
undoubtedly added akoj that the pof- 
irait of ao^ amiable Frenehwomaa 
•ught to be drawn only by a French- 

She had just finished this eulogium^ 
faithfuUy r^eataed after the Baron, and 
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in which fhe solidity of her chaiiacier 
made her find that there were many 
things wanting, when Madame d'Aze- 
' mar entered the room. She immediate- 
ly emhraced the two sisters, and then 
Victor ; after which, turning towards 
Lord Wiseby, she said, "HetCj my 
Lord, I stop : I do not make soch 
mistakes in broad day-light as m the 
dusk of the evetting. However ydu 
will admit that I was not much to 
blame for my mistake of yesterday. 
If it was not my brother whom I 
imagined I embraced, it was at least 
one who has long had a claim to tm 
regard.'* 

. The earl kissed Adriana^ hand ^ith 
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£qus1 gf^atitude arid respect. "Well, 
you are all seated comforfablj together 
at an early hour," said she after some 
moments^ looking round her in the 
most engaging manner imaginable. 
^^ I dare say Lady Caroline has done 
me the injury in my absence of relating 
io you our meeting, and all the obli- 
gations under which she has laid me : 
I am sure at least, that she has 
not told you how we became ac* 
quainted, and how she proposed to 
me to conduct me to my brother^ for. 
^ihe never spoke to me of any one but 
of him : 4t was always Victor whom 
she placed in the fore-ground. She. 
could not have played me a more trea- 
cherous ttiek^ have laid a more agreea- 
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bic snare for me/' added :Mad»ne 

.'I 

d'Azamar witfcTiUtlic grace of can- 
flour, and sensibility. 

*' Nt)thing is more true : ail that 
your excellent aigter told me was, that 
lie Earl of Wiseby had ilie greatest 
friendship for my brotl^r^ and that ho 
lived with this generou&-m|adied 5K>ble- 
man, who would likewise effer me an 
Aylum in his bouse. Pardon me the 
panegjric, Lord Milford ; I did not 
know that it was you she spoke of, .1 
therefore catne to England prepare to 
love two EngUshn&eB; and ought I to 
complain if they are but «Bie?;YoB, «y 
dear lord^ will have a double sbare. in 
my afilction ; that ^ou may €J!cpect» 
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Butj mj friend^ I will sajr no more at 
ftr^ent <rf^my ^athirdc; my heaxt 
^m daily find an opportimity of return* 
ing to this subjett. Permit me^ Lady 
Caroline^ to continue the narrative 
iosAead of yon. Your modesty would 
cause you to forget circumttances 
which I must not ^suffer to be lost. 
Where were you." 

'' We were/' said Lady Mary, wip 
held Adriana by the hand^ ^'at the- 
period when the^ Baron de Taley 
became acquainted with my sister. 
Yqur portrait, as drawn by him, ap* 
pear to us yery just and very fine." 

Adriana. answered gaily, ''What^ 
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J)as the baron drawn you mj pprtrkit^ 
Lady Caroline Jn WelU you shall some 
day have his drawn after my manner;' 
but first of all I must acquaint Lord 
Wiseby and my brother where you 
and I saw each other the first tim^; 
they would never guess it. 

'* You are to know then that the 
ascension of an air-balloon had been 
aqpounced at Hamburgh. The publico 
went to admire this aerial car, while 
waiting the day on which its Phaeton 
was toe^jpose himself in it to the risque 
of alighting among the snows of Lap- 
land, oi: being, precipitated into the 
middle of the Baltic. — I also presented 
myself to the aeronaut (is not that 
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what they call tbem ? )in order thut I 
might 4o like the rest^ ao4 when once 
there I v^anted to do a little more. 

'' In an inclosure was placed the 
balloon filled, but held down by cords» 
It was possible to ascend with it, and 
the owner eleyated those that solicited 
it, to a moderate height. Tlje ^or* 
pulcnt president A — who has as much 
curiosity as any one wheri it ma^y he 
gratified at a small expence, occupied 
one side of the basket. I tliought 
it amusing to place myself opposite io 
him, and wijth the addition of a hun- 
dred weight and a half of ballast that 
was put in with^ me, I served as a 
counterpoise to his weight/' 

VOL. III. D 

Digitized by Google 



50 THE BACHBLOR. 

Victor and Lady Mary immediately 
figured to themselves Madame d'Aze- 
Inar in the air with the president^ 
and laughed at the ludicrous gaiety 
of her idea: Wiseby alone did not 
Jaugfa. She continued : •'''Inflamed 
with enthusiasm to soar above the 
vulgar crowd, I absolutely wished 
to ascend with the ballo#n at liberty, 
and cried out with animation, ^'Gut 
the cords, cut the cords." The pre- 
sident, affrighted, countermanded my 
orders by bawling with all his might : 
y Oh, do not cut, sir, do not cut/' As 
may be supposed he had the aeronaut 
Wn his side.* *The balloon was lowered, 

Mr.^ A was the first to place *his 

foot upon terra-firma, ond was about 
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to, present me hit arm to help me out 
of the basket. Bijt I leaped out before 
my gallant bad recovered his equili^ 
brium> and si|id to him \?ith an air of 
as .much anger as I could assume^ that 
is to s$^, turning aside in order not to . 
laugh out, 'Mr. Pc^ident, thii i » 
the last time that X sball go with yon 
upon a balloon excursion/ 

''At this moment the baron, who, 
in bis character as introducer general 
of all strangers, had conducted Lady 
Caroline and Mrs Harleytothe aero* 
nayt, approached us, pajd his respect* 
to me,and invited nie, as well as the com- 
panions of my aerial voyage, to come 
and breakfast with, the Jadi<^s, Th^- 
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invitatioti vscs accepted^ and tfaus our 
atcquaiiitaiiite cortiitienced." 

Adfiona internipted herself to as% 
Lord Wiscby whether he was displeas- 
ed still to find in her^ notwithstanding 
the ^alahiities both public and private 
to which he must suppose her to have 
been either a victim or a witness, the 
same disposition of mind which he had 
fbrmerly known her to possess when 
they were in Spain together. ''Are 
you/' said she, /^ one of those rigid 
philosophers who think it indicates 
levity at least to display gaiety under 
inisfortunes ?'* 

Lady Caroline immediately quoted 
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Her^cUtuf^ Di4»geo€ft ap4 all (he leet 
of Zei)o. As 9b« h^i e^oimi eriiditiQn As» . 
judgno^t, she afA«r(^^ that a pei^cQa 
who cpul4 laugh lunler mi^for (imal 
was nqt ^firlhy of b^iog piij( W. tilif^ 
august tpf ^ of advqrsity . This paradox 
astoaUbed every one, and e9^ uj^e whp 
had hazarded it stopped^ 9i}uffin$ 
aii]azad-;#i h^yiog hit «po« fp $«¥^. 9^ 
seotifiieat. / 

^yisehy replied T^ry s^fiqy^ly^ ijd* 
dresfiog iKimsfilf to, Adr ia^a ; '' M^d^m^ 
I «i3ippoae you , have^i^tgd ^Qmie where 
that yoii^ h9f}fl<tuia having ask^d I^Oiiis 
^Fottrte€»jkhhP¥^ bewoql^h* H^kea 
19^ the «iooar^Iii4^^(Wcc(^j ''rS^^i^AP 
you please.* Thus, when the mp^tfCe 

\ 

Digitized by Google 



64 TftB BACHELOR, 

being sends^is misfortufies^ I conceive 
that he says' to every one: 'Bear it 
« you can/ T^he ancient philosophers 
have not given us, as the friiit of their 
Meditations, any good remeflies. Ho- 
race> the most amiable of them, only 
recomtnekids patience to us; but vee 
English cannot be your judges. In 
fhi^ country of "sple^ii, we admire more 
than we comprehend, that hap^y 'dispo- 
sition of mind/ which enables a man to 
endure with cheer^lness whit he can- 
not prevent. If London had been the 
theatre of the bloody catastrophes which 
took place' in your country, I am con- 
vinced it would have been found neces- 
wiijr t0 place a gnard' over Westmin- 
«t€f -bridge/' 
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^' Well/' Tq>Ued Madame d'Azemar 
^* I only wished to be satisfied that I 
had not prejudiced you against me. I 
change mytene^ and I arrive at the 
moment when Lady Caroline deserretf 
all our praises and acknowledgments^ 
my dear Victor.*' Adriana^ however, 
thought it more delicate not io dwell 
upon the praises of Lady Caroline in 
her presence; but this was becasue 
she was but imperfectly acquainted 
with her character. That singular 
lady heard with much more pleasure 
than embarrassment the good that was 
spoken of her : her predominant virtue 
was by no means diffidence. 

'' Three days at most had pa$8ed 
d4 ~ 
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since I had beeeme acquainted with 
jfoujT sisleo t^erd Milford^ with Ladj 
Caroline Selwyo; for it was by that 
name that hhe had made herself kiiowa 
to me ; but I cannot explain to myself 
whj she so constantly concealed from 
roe that you were her brother. This 
was the more treacherous on her part^ 
as I had been the first to speak to her 
of you. I AbH not repeat what I saiil 
to her of you^ as you are here. To 
retulh to Lady Caroline^ I beg you to 
beli6V(» that I know how to mtintftia 
my gravity^ and to speak rwion when 
it is necessary, liady Caroline theoi 
whom I knew only by the kindnesses 
and ciYilities which she had shewn me, 
said to me one day : '' Madam^ you 
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are abffr ^ Pount Victor d^ Leyrw; 
I have to ^afflrgi y 9^^ it^^t jjow brother 
is m^gl^qcl/ 

I was in a tnnsport qf iflj. I th^mkje^ 
my \xkfoTvim\t a t^jqus^^ tl^mes^ for 
the agreeable intelligence^ 'When »be 
bad the generosity to add : ' I have 
done great wrongs to y^ur brother, 
madam ; and it if my wish to mftke 
0on^[>ensiition to him for themv^Thp 
m«^s are in your h^n^s; you hiivp 
undoubtedly the most ardent denir^ to 
J^ pgain with him. ^ I beg; I intreat 
y<>u to permit ^e to procure yoi|i th^ 
lileiWire. Let me hear ojT ao delays^ 
.of UP objec\ions^. no impqdim^^t9. 
d5^ 
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Were you in y^jint of every things I 
have money enough for both you and 
me ; only consent and let us departs 
Consider that I shall not be reconciled to 
myself until I shall ^have restored you 
to the embraces of your brother in the 
house of his friend^ the ^Earl of 
Wiseby.' 

' "^ I was less astonished than affect- 
ed^ my lord^ at the frankness and good- 
ness^fyour amiable sister. I assuted 
her that I did not wish to know wlmt 
were the wrongs with which she sup- 
posed she had to reproach herself to* 
tf ards my brother ; but that however 
great thejr might be^ her frank confes- 
sion and her generous conduct oblite* . 
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rated them all; in a word^ that she 
ought in future to expect no other 
sentiments than those of gratitude from 
me and from you, mj dear Victor. I 
embraced her, and we then commenced 
our preparations for our journey, when 
the Baron de Taley, who was at the 
other end of the saloon, hut who at- 
tended at once to every conversation 
that was passing, cameto join in our% 
and addressed us — ^ What, ladies, are 
. you going to take your departure Tor 
England ? I certainly shall not suffer 
you to go by yourselves ; I intend doing 
myself the honour of accompanying 
you^' 

^' The baroD^ as you may remark, 

N 
Digitized by Google 



60 ^ THE RACHELOR. 

is expeditious in his arrangements ; but 
it is when persons and things sifithim; 
for otherwise he will not put himself 
out of bis way or lay himself under 
constraint for any one. But enough : 
it is not my ioteniipn to draw his por- 
trait; I am not fond of slander; be- 
sides I may safely leave it to him to 
make you acquaiated with his charac- 
ter within two days time/* 

#Lady Caroline regretted that 
Madame d'Azemar was so reserved. 
W« have already 3een that she yt^s not 
liartial to M. de Taley : the fact is^ 
they had within a very short time ioir 
bibed a most decided antipathy against 
iMtelk other, Tbe lady lUways sf>oke 
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of herself, the baron of himself. Their 
sentences/ when speaking to each 
other> alwajs commenced with the 
monosyllable, Z. Lady Caroline ha* 
rangued at Hamburgh as she was used 
to do at Wiseby Place, and M, de 
Taley had never in his life heard an 
harrangue to the end. ^' What a 
woman t** said he: ^' she is Aristojtle 
in petticoats !*^— '' What a man V 
said she, ^^ his words run from him 
like the water frcmi the urn c^ the 
Danaids.'^ 

But kt us return to Madame d'Aze*;^ 
mar's narrative. '' The baron offered 
OS his carriage as far aa Cuxhaven ; 
he would admit of no objeetmi^ rego* 
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lated the plan of our journey, and in* 
sisted upon it that \?e should £lx upon 
a day for our departure. He scarcely 
Jeft me time to tell him that he was the 
most obliging person in the world. 
He proved to me, with irresistible 
volubility, that he was transported 
with pleasure at the idea of taking a 
trip to England, that his presence was 
there wished for and expected ; arid he 
left us to have his carriage got ready » 
And^hus we left Hamburgh, Ah, 
Lord Milford, what a town, what a 
country ! If it be the first requisite 
in the destiny of a woman to be hand- 
some, I will answer for it that there 
the fair sex do not know the necessity 
of it. How can melancholy Germany 
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ever be compared with gay, amiable 
France, the only country in the world 
where the people knew how to b6 
happyi where the word et^oy had a real 
signification ; where, without running 
after pleasure, they tasted it without 
effbrt, without fixed plan, and with- 
out eonsttaint; ^here they did not 
require to preconcert plans of amuse- 
Ment, bibcause the;^ were always 
amused. *V ' 

Lord Wiseby's , countenance was 
cTouded. Probably Madame d*A2e- 
roar perceiyed it ; . fbr she proceeded as 
follows. 

^^ Perhaps you imagine from n^y 
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complaints that irotfaioj^ ]^eMe8 me^ 
that I must be dissatisfied every vherej 
but that ii not mj case. I have a<-" 
quired the habit of viewing persoM 
and things on the fair side. It excites^ 
my laughter that they are not betterj^ 
and sometimes even it affords me plea- 
sure that they are not worie. I have 
a mind adapted to my position^ and is 
that nothing? For my part/ I main^ 
tain that it is one of the rarest thingr 
in ihe world. Now^ at last> I am here 
in England. I am better here thaa 
any where elsey because I am with you^ 
my friends; biit^ my lord^ you must 
guarantee me against this spl^n^ for 
they say it is catching.*' 
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Thus Madame d'Azemar Concluded 
her narratiye. It aflforded a correct 
idea of the new characters that had 
made their appearance at Wiseby 
Place ; it left pleasing impressions in 
the souls of Victor and Lady Mary^ 
a& the agreeable vibrations of a lute^ 
continue to impress the ear for a 
Icng time after the lute has ceased to 
sound ; but these impressions had not 
entered the heart of Lord Wiseby, Jin- 
m^xed with painful ie«isatioai. 
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CHAP. IV. 



THE P¥RENEAN FESTIVAL. 



Dryoem Myt, 

The being happy is not half the joy : 
^^ ^ " ^NiiMQiitfi^er of the happiness is alU 

If you are told that a man is un^ 
happy, beliere it : he is always more 
so than is imagined ; for pride conceals 
half of what he suflers. If you are 
told a man is very happy, do not believe 
ii^ but consider his restless mind 4s an 
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indication that he enjoys less internal 
satisfaction than he appears to do. 

Too often a vessel that has sailed 
fr6m the Indies with the richest cargo, 
after having been vra^d by propitious 
-gales across the seas of Africa and of 
Europe, encounters at the entrance of 
the Chaakiel an adver$l Wind, which 
drives her back, "by repeat^ squalls, 
to the. Cape de Verd, or tolthe Azores. 
Thfls Lord' Wiseby, aftci* having biten 
close to the haven/ iound bims^flT 
thrown back again into the wide ocean. 
%e saw again in Adriana the d^Iy 
olijeet^ of his thoughts, the idol to 
whom for so long a time all bis vows 
had been addressed, the only woman 
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%¥h€>m he bad e?er lov^d; He pet her 
again at the a^e'of tweaty-s)x, jearSj^ 
free, adorned with all the graces of a 
sex^ which at that age is^ Mqu^ifted 
with all its metns of lascinatii^g "^us^ 
of a sex whtqh kfiiows that its destioa- 
tioo.is togotei^tbe me^ ffMr^their bag^ 
pii^ss and for its aw^, wd that if the 
f\mm of ih^ f^ j^f eloqiA^aCi$ are of 
gold, those of lieanty ought to 6e ^f 
flowers. Nevortlielesii Wisehy w« 
not happy: happiaeii cerlajtoly di4 «0t 
fly {mm h^m i it was he that appeared 
to fly ffpia happinets* It is tifi^e to 
explain bow the oi^igioaUty pf his cha^ 
racter produced upon hiipfi fo strapfe 
an effect. 
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Iitstead of abandoning bimielf to 
dreams of felicity, he' was a prey io 
astonishment, mistrust, we may also 
add to caprice. He had seen, in ima^ 
^inatian, Adriana exposed to all the 
baftetings of misfortune, and sudden- 
ly she had appeared before him gay, 
ch^rful, and happy. This sudden 
contrast had, as it were, r^elled him 
^romher. Embarrassed^ almost abash- 
td, at that tender interest which had 
been excited in him bjr fears devoid of 
reality, when his sorrow rested only 
' upon an imaginary foundation,- he 
became guilty of the injustice of ac- 
cusing Adriana. The emotion which 
he had experienced at the first ^ight 
of. this adored being, bad belonged 
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entirely to love. Recovered from his 
first surprise^ recalling^ to his mind 
each of her motions^ each of her 
words, he endeavoured to find somer 
thing amiss in her to support him' 
against his own weakness, and to de- 
fend what he called his reason against 
the impulses of his heart. 

Soon after her arrival, be imagined 
he*had discovered that she was no 
longer that irtgeauou^ joung woman, 
full of candour and simplicity, whose 
existence seemed wholly devoted to the 
fulfilment of thedutif^s of filial pi<;ty 
towards, an aged" ^d infirm husband. 
She had, in Wiseby's opinion formed 
a plan to please all the world, in which 
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Ae was but too succes&fuL This 
seemed to him an ambitious and blame^ 
able coquetry^ compared with the pio^ 
dest reserve^ the consistent dignity of 
his own countrywomen. 

Madame d^Azemar was far from 
suspecting what passed in the restleiss 
mind of the earl. None of the per- 
sons who were in the secret could con- 
fide it to-her ; for it may easily be su|)- 
posed that Victor first of all exacted 
of Lady Mary the same secrecy which 
he had obtained of Lady Caroline. In 
this state of security Adriana enjoyed 
without hesitation all the pleasures of 
so unexpected a re-union. She went, 
as her curiosity led her, io all the 
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public ptaces and speclecles, wished to 
be acquainted with all the promenades, 
and all the places of public resort and 
entertainment. The more ^he indulged 
herself in the-amusements suited to her' 
age and taste, the more Lord Wiseby 
imagined he found his passioQ for her 
gro3v cool. He pretended not to feel 
love, and yet he was no stranger to 
jealousy. 

The Baron de Taley had a metho** 
dical -way of being at leisure, which 
gave an air of intention and plan to 
his idle activity* He came very often 
to see Madame d'Azemar; he flailed 
upon her in London,^ because he had 
bqen in the habit of doing it at Ham* 
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bijwglt; he called ^^in on the mor* 
row because he had cfdled the day pre^ 
ceding ; he was very much at his* ease 
io h^r company:, because he was at his 
ease everywhere. Hif travelling com^ 
panion ra4if d{, jhim at his. real value^ 
w^b was ^?isiJy dl^ePY^riOd ; and we 
may affi/m that th|f; iQbs^fyation had 
not escaped the earl^ who^.neverlhjeless^ 
Botiped with fierae concern th^se [assi- 
duous/ visits. : If h©; b^d 'b^en i^slc^ 
wh^t interest he topic ^ in them^ be 
would have ap|;^ansd surprised at its. 
being &u^{jj^ed(,lb at he b)9li way. And 
yet )it was perhaps in cpn#equ,ence of 
this interest, that of all the useless per* 
soi^ whoro he had met with, the baron 
was the one to^^hom he felt the least 
disposed to shew indulgence. 

VOL. III. ^ E 
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3e tliAt'fts H may, 4he MtmordiaMpy 
raeeitittg of ^;lie^achddf ^ Oluht&dk 
plaee> ind Wfeeby entered it \vith his 
mitidasfi^e as uMal. Atl^a^ such 
\ra&. the aaswer which he ^gav^ on 
putting the ^uedtiM to Imaself^ aa 
if'the^Ue^dtiMdKd not alreiaidy imply 
a doubt. Neicer 4id be speak with b& 
muek eloqueece^ and aknost anger, 
agabst matrimofiy, aad accordiogty be 
wv wfy well cout^inted with himself.. 
He forgot that auger is an auxiliary 
that seldom comes to a man's aid ex- 
cept whM he ffears to be vaiiquished. 
There was nothing more at present to 
detail^ him in London: he wished to 
retufn to Wiseby Place; and it ap- 
pearied iquite natural to him that Ma- 
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. d^me d*Azeiliar siiould be of the party. 
She -was iht sister of his friemi, and 
.this alone was suffieient to give her a 
cHftim Bdt merely to his respect^ but to 
his most constant attentii^ns. As long 
•s she had been attached to the dest&iy 
bf anotiber. he had been able to love 
''her without endangering hii princi-^ 
pies ; after that, when he knew her to 
be her own mistress^ he had abandoned 

» himself to his anxkty^ his alarms/ all 
bis tenderness for her> with the less 
reserve^ as it was not probable that he 
would ever see her again. Now that^ 
*by an accident which he had no share 
in bringing about^ Adriana was with 
him^ his ingenuous heart shewed him 
his system under a safeguaid equally 
E 2 
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secure. She had so much- levity ibkt 
he had no occftsion to fear her gaining 
any ascendency over him ; so far from 
that^ he affirmed that if ever he should 
be capable of forgetting y^hat he owed 
to himself^ and to .the opinion of tlie 
public^ >n idea at which be revolted^ 
this young Frenchwoman would never 
be the person he would niarry. 

. It will easily be supposed that it 
was no part of b.is plaA to invite M. de 
Taley to attend Madame d'Azemar to 
Wiseby Place:* but as the b^ron was 
present when the proposition for their 
departure was made^ Adriana drew 
Wiseby aside, and asked him whether 
he had any objection to invite him. 
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At the first word the earl forgot that 
he had formed a contrary resolution^ 
and he answered by ^approaching M 
de Taley^ and holding out his hand to 
him. The latter said, with all the ease 
imaginable^ '' Well, my lord> and when 
do we set out?*' The earl stopj^d 
shorty and thought it unae^ssary to 
be at the trouble of the <;ompUm^. 
The baron had alone invited himself^ 
but Ad^iaoa could conclude that^sbe 
had still some interest with dLord Mil- 
ford, although h€ had changed his 
name. 



e3 
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CHAP. V. 
VISIT TO BURTON. 

hont} Wi«eby refused to see tliat 
Madame d'Azemar's affability of man- 
nens had \ts% for its object to please 
everybody than not io displease any 
one :^ that this indulgent disposition 
and' natural frankness^ which he called 
oo<{uetry, were not the efltect of design, 
but had their origin solely in the good-- 
ness of her heart. Adriana had learnt 
from her intercourse with the world to 
know what a lively and handsome wo- 
man may allow herself without yio- 
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gating apy 06 the law« oP propriety ; 
apd she was able^ wbeu necessary, tp 
reassi^me the reserve^ the modesty of 
her sex^y and the digqity of her rank* 
Why did he, not hear her converse with 
LadjT ])^ary ? He wouM hai* recog-: 
Disedrin tj^r copfid^ential efftwops.tih^ 
Ismff^B&fif the expr^sioD^ iM^d the sen- 
timeots of genuine firieiideliiip/ without 
distrust, mutually communicating the 
pmiiutf to^ jbipi^^iioiti of inn<>P«ncq.^d 

9S^ aft. iocoMifiEt^n^y which wou)d. 
lMr#JbMiii^fllMC0iCQ4^kr in apy om. 
b«ii JUwd Wiia§by3 to »eier^^lw Mftri 
tioaiilly ;sausiht ike oQiopwfi OC Urn- 

. ' E 4 
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He said to himself^ that it 'was only in 
otdet that he might he the better en V 
bled to judge of her: his attentions 
towards her had nothing affected in 
fhem ; but they were so delicate, and 
•o well applied, that he alone could at- 
tribute them to the long continuance , 
of their acquaintance^ or to his friend^ 
ship for her brother. 

Faithful to her promises^ Lady Ma-, 
ry observed in sileilce} communicated 
nothing/ and contented herself with 
hope. Till the arriyal of Adriana^ 
futurity had pteseoted to tb« wiahet of 
Lord Wiseby's. young sister nothing 
but a horison without bounds : . nom 
Mhe could not 4isgm8€ iVom her self that 
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the moment of happiftesg might every, 
day arrive for her. Why did she not' 
dare to speak ?.../Tis thus that the 
unhappy traveller^ who is compelled 
to perform quarantine in the solitude ' 
of «a lazaretto at Alicante Malta^ or 
Marseille^ finds the first month endu^* 
rab}e> whereas it is the last days that 
become the most irksome to faim^ be-- 
cause he then begin« to count the 
hours. \ 

On the very day of Madame d'Aze- * 
miur's arrival at Wiseby Place, she 
seemed desirous olr koowing and exa^ 
mittuig every, thing ; she vkwed every 
buildiilg^ every situation with an in- 
tei^i Vitimh Goiild not but be very 
E 5 
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gmtifykig: to the irvrner of the phier^ 
Only he was a little embarrassed. wfaeo> 
a£ltr having been slre.wa oter thebomtf> 
Aduiana nade- tb^ remark that these 
wda xioe i^artaient which she had not: 
jiet MCfB. Btit BQoa supp0%iwg;thMt it 
"Visas noti finmidbed^ ot that the key wM 
msskiid^ «be did not urge tbe natter^ 
to^ tbe great Batk&ction of Bet host^ 
who would not ha^e kmwn^ haw td^ 
extricate himself from the dileanmC 
Was it by way of thanking her that 
on the foUawing day he pfo^ured 
A^riana. sa agreeable a suvptize; by 
•ai^uctkig her, without pr^viotasly 
]irf#nnii]^ ber of it^ the tomd toBtrr- 
ioR? She was fiu^fi^^^ suspecting <!lMt 
aiie was alwat la^ b>e^iirtrod«eed wakmg 
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w»^ not %*f)tjrwt thfit ManaletMr m^ 
Madame Dmnrtiii lived iu, tbe aeigh- 
bouAood of Loid Wiset^jj^ sitice the 
leM^r^ . as^ i«reU as liUdy Marj a»d Vic- 
tor^ faadr oitett spoken e£ Adela do 
Rostange and her paaents. Her en^ 
trance infa tboir Iklfe'cOtM^ Ibroiejt 
a triiijr tnteresting »ctnt>. Tbo aiilo-*^ 
nishment and happtnes^r of the wbole^ 
family at seeing her again ; the equal 
happMCflfl and astonishin^ii <^ ^rnina 
al emlbraeiiig the father and motfawy 
but espeeiaHj Adeli; i^alj^> the cai« 
fesles of tbe; a&tldoeis %ho had ftlsib 
neci^uBad: aiA sli^totanded 4h«siarfM^ 
abto frietid, altogetiah'fiirnBfed a. vMrjel 
tt^vfag speetael^4i '^iMylofd/'mA 
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IMfonsieur Dumenil^ wbra hit bad re* 
covered from bis first Surpri^e^ ^' every 
yisit with which you honour us will 
form an epoch in our hearts'. ' Thutf 
then we beh6Id agaSin this dear lady^ 
of whom we have spokab .evJery time 
you have favoured us with a visit. 
You recollect that the very dhy before 
you set out for Loudon^ you were ^11- 
80 uneasy about her." 

1%iese observations of the goed old 
gentleman disconcerted tfaef ear La lit- 
tle; but he quicUy brought Victor 
into play^ 'spoke ^f tlb idarms of his 
friend on aacdu«t'ofiliis:beloJred«8tert. 
but a look iwfaieh be xaiigbt fniia 
Adriana wi;s i^^ recompenie-* wh|dh im 
'» t 
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kept for hinlielf alone. . M« Dumenil, 
howevcjfj seturaed to the subject: 
^ Thi« dear^ soul/' s«id be/ ^' hotif 
have we been tormented about her^ 
my lord ! In fsx\^,\X is impossible for 
sie tof ^^j 'who testified most solicitude 
in her behalf, you ot we/' 

The mpre Mtfnpiiur Duitienil d^lt 
upotx this topic^ the more the earl was 
embivfa&sed. . He did nbt^ hbweyei*; 
cej^njt having brought Madame d' Aie^ 
mac to >Biurtoa. Etery 4Hie fcmod 
here A>inetbtng to occupy himself withli 
Adriaoit divided her attentions betJi;veat 
Adela and her parents; L^dy Mary 
diipi^yed her amiable affability to every 
ane ; Victor isieated the children upon^ 
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bis \umdi, and toldihefii^toriies;^ L(|fd 
Wt«eby seemed to UsteA to Motiiieur- 
Dumenil ; the Baron de Taley locked 
about bim without Aiding any tbi^ 
to amufie t^im; a» fei' JLady Capolioe 
she bad not joined th€ party ^r f(^ 
she should find it tirfesmne. 

N 
\ 

At leng;thtbe inhabitants of Wiseby 
Place prepared to return. Mondieur 
DtiiBemt obser^raig that AfedMEie^ 
d'Atemat was about t^ take^ her dfe^ 
pjortn'te^ nid with hia aecurtom^d 
frankness, '^ Adiei», my c^Wi^t lady: 
BOW thai i ha^^ seen our dear Madame 
d'Axemaar. Irapqudl apd confentdt^ ' i 
WfBf. jay trbai SatliM 'Siiiieo*^^^. (^1 
M^^^sY^Br ^^t9 a^MEtiablO'its^sb^ls' 
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goody'' eontmued he. '* Ske k jus* 
Vke joxXy my \otit; he who made thid 
one made the other of you : isdeecl 
you ought to be married to one nno^ 
ther. You vrill both pardon me this 
little sallj/' added he^ ob«€rvi0g that 
Lord WUeby started ioToluntarily at 
hearing it. 

They separated imoaediately after; 
but Monsieur DumeniPs sally had 
thrown the ear) into an ill humour, H^ 
even took occasion^ on the way home^ 
to pronounce a violent philippic againirt 
matrimony, and coneludlng witb aa 
ironical panegyrio opon ihalt half cff 
the h^mnan species to whisk' Adrians 
belodjged. He said^ witlk biiteracBS^ 
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that matrimony was the le^ to be 
thought of, as the women, beiBg perfect, 
aught to renounce the idea of meeting^ 
with their equals among the men. This 
ill-timed declamation wounded the 
pride of Madame d'Azeoiar. Her sex 
are never deceived with regard to the 
interest which they excite by the power 
which they exercise. Their discern- 
ment in this respect is quick aud thi^ir 
judgment sure, by a happy faculty 
w4|ich may {Recalled an instiip^t of tibe 
b«^t. ; ', : ^ [ 

/Shk)cked at libfd Wiseby's speaking 
tn £0KitradictiaR to. Us own judgment^ 
and caHiqlwiating his real sentioofentSj 
she wisted to repd the p0enc«4 '' My 
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lord/*, lati sKe sdo^ly^ '' if education 
^a» }e& some Ifii^H^ to mtti^ heavlen 
1»« ^ven tBV^f^metiy by way of com-^ 
peosatioQ>; somft virtiies?' The earl* 
gaaed at be)r with astottisbment : " it 
seemed a^s if Adriana hud by a single 
w^disummonedi^q shade bfAloiksieur 
d'A^tw/tt^.ht^ miiim^ to the truth 
of ivirhat she taid« - Afflicted ait having 
o£Eewledih€ff.wUrai he lofed^ her ^hom^ 
heiadnrifiedVafflifcillbd equally at faav- 
iog displefiaei^ himself/ being nothing 
lescr than certain that he was^ in the* 
ri^bi; in «hort^ dtseotitented with all 
the wofid^iiie arrived at Wiseby Place^ 
having no one to complain of but him- 
self. In the evening scarcely any one 
spoke but Lady Carol ite. This even- 
Digitized by Google 
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log appeared te4ioiliAa|[id mitUochdty; 
the d«j bad ooneHiA^ m nn&toiiiv 
%)f\y. MaAam^ ^'AwmBTj i^ith^ui- 
suffering it to be peroeiTed^ witfa^ 
out having any ifai^g ia teproaofa 
herself witbi nieditiadilvOb} the. 9ocn0r 
which had tahmi pbcit* Yktwf- eo^ 
dea^Ufdd not to thtnL^iltiii \Mk L#r4 
Wisefey had it. obntimiaily. upcm fai» 
mi^d^ and it ebttgtind'hiM^dMi» OO' 
hl^ <»\^A thaD«xm..iUiiDia«a^a^ aiwiuirt^ 
But IMj Ma)ry;%as.tlie psuMiishqfQ. 
feelings were the: most dd«p)y aiflbcted: 
llj this unforiutii^ MeinrttBCQi. ^hJch« 
for the present binbbod ike hbfem •! 
her love. 
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CHAP. VI. 

THE MORNING WALK. 

Let us not censure too severely the 
inconsistency of the human mind. We 
have observed that the happy man^ 
thanks to his natural restlessness/ is 
tiften more unhappy than he appears ; 
and perhaps we shaTl discover that 
Ijord Wisehy appeared more unhappy 
than he was in reality. There are ift 
the heart of a man who loves^ a thou-* 
sand imperceptible pores by which new 
enjoy mentis enter every qaoment. A 
lively passion serves for its daily food ; 
but often a mere conformity of tastes— 
the discovery Vf some habit common to 
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both — ^a mutual resemblance ip the 
most trivial particular — accomplishes 
the delusion^ and completes that har- 
mony w)iicb produces a perfect con- 
cordance between two individuals at-^ 
tracted to one another. 

A few days a^ter this eTening> oa 
which the radyocate for celibacy had 
givw such an i«n,reasonable 9Cope to 
his huvoiour— aa evening which Lady 
Ifary had marked among her unpro** 
pitious days— *Lord Wiseby ^vent out, 
as usual/ at four o'clock, to breathe 
the morning air in his park. WhaL 
i^hould prevent him now from passing 
an additional hour there? What 
should he go to do in-thc mysterioaa 
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«f)Atment^ the key of which had re- 
:iBaiaed ibr hi» bureau evef iTBte Adri* 
ad^'s arrii^AJ. He had alWays be^i 
aecustomed to walk in otie j^articular 
part of his demesne : this time, direct* 
ed by accident^ or perhaps i*athelr by a 
secret whfeh attracted him towards the 
spot which Adriana inhabited^ he 
found himself close to the house which 
she occupied with Lady Mary^ before 
he perceived that he had taken ^ the 
road that l^d to it. Th^path which 
he followed led him- to "a fine ver- 
dant lawn, Tery solitary, and ' sur- 
rounded with young trees, in front of 
which stood an ancient majestic oak. 
The moment he discovcired this tran- 
quil rerdaat retreat/ he at the same 
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time espied ;a^ fei^aalc.^lire.dreittdl is 
whiie,^93aA ^B^m^g^ Ag^Amt the tree ia 
an attitude of Hi6dJ4ati(Vi. JHad not 
tbe dbi^es of ai^d been some tiaae 
Hnce dispelled by the fur$t beams of 
Aurora^ he might ba?e taken this white 
figure for a phantom; but Adriana 
was too much in his thoughts for him 
not, to recognize her. 

He stopped shorty and looked atiier 
with considerable astonishment. She 
was charmifig> and could not be mfs* 
taken for any other person ; for ^hat 
other handsome woman could have risen 
at so early an hour? ^^ May I en- 
quire^ madam/' said Lord Wiseby, 
'' by what accident I meet you here?'* 
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> /' It is^ a|i a€«idfelitio i^icb I ex- 
^fmimy%9A( ^^ry-mdrtiitfg at iHid 
kout;^' . ' <^>/ ' ; '•-• ;■■'•■ • ** 

'" How ! *' cotitioued'Wkeby, ebami'* 
ed. at fhis discovery, '' do you rise 
^Ji«y mdl*niiig at'foUT o'cloek ?** 

•- ' ^ ^ • * * • ^ ' - 

'^ Certaioly : it is a ' principle of 
health which I have adopted for a long 
time past. Did I not tell you that I 
oiloe passed six months in Italy witk 
gmA Dect^Hi ll^MLVenel ? In summer 
it is my cuitotti to- risewfth the sun : I 
love to see all nature liwakc from slecpi 
and when I have breathed at leisure 
Hie^ttre air #f this delrcious moment^ 
' wTi^ ^ ^tfte i diay ^ commences with the 
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geperalitj of tt^ hiiiDaQ spec^sy I go 
to: finish i^l^igtrt.ri I lie do^o^ agaiq 
and sleep till nine o'clock^ M^en I 
rise with my senses refreshed, my spi- 
rits high J, and my ideas clear/^ 

'' Do you kno^/l:;S^id the' ^awt^ 
with an air expressive almo^ of asto- 
nishraei^t, .^^ that thief pcacfttcei is l*ea:lly 
^ery ration?tl*?"' ; ! M * ' : 

''My lord/; , replied A^i«n»> 
laughing 3tth^foq^j^,^fciphtbil tom^. 
|limenl.\Yftf[^ttew4,)f^yQU jreally do 
i^^jtqfinitq hopper,';, :, ![ -. : /;: 

'' No : but jrad^Q4JS W obarffW^ t* 
find that^o^>CaUp^g9C^Ji%PI^^ 
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f^ In^flie fine smsoq of &• ycu/' 
replied Adriana^ '^ we live in do. other 
manner among our mountains/ I have 
been uaed> in my earljr jautli^ to run 
ifit the iBMniiig witii owr BtFSC^yaa 
Ite3Mlrg«rlii. I li«ye often taitght 
jflte^to <^8tiQg«isb tlii^m, in NjkvawQ 
by thoic fbott jj^dc^ fwtd the, baskets 
tbey cany lipoa tbtk, beads. Tbey 
ate ai swift and nimblo m does. Y<m 
would fiad it aidifficutt naiter to fol*? 
low ms/' 

*^ Yc%'' said tke eari^ "vdio eertaia^ 
ly all tkis moment Iboughi hknaelf the 
hftppieai of mankind ; ^' J recollect 
Ibem perfectly w«tt; I h«?e even , 
in my possession one of their dresses^ 

TOIi. in. F 
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^hich I brought Mth me from Pam- 
peluoa/' 

'' Ah, my lord^ ^hat recollections 
you revive vritbin my miml ! I can- 
not restrain my regret when I think of 
o«r young Biscayan lasses, so lively, 
and gay ; of our Pyreneesy our cotta- 
gers, and their cheeses, of vrhieh our 
good Henry was so fond. I still see 
the old woman to whom I used to go 
and eat of them, and who received me 
always with so much cordiality. . I 
think I see ^r Kttle cottage, the XSavd 
that runs at the back of it, and thai 
rnsiie bridge which I bsed to crdss 
witb so much pleasure/' 
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Here Wiseby, deeply affeeted^ inter- 
rupted Mrianaby asking her: '^ And^ 
madam^ does your memory thus pre-^ 
serve the remembrance o^^ all your 
friends ?'* 

'' My heart/' she immediately rc- 
Iflied with sensibility^ '* loses no re- 
membrance ; it Iqyqs all that it has 
loved." 

This answer instantly produced upon 
iiim the ^Seict of tiie ro«e-leaf, which^ 
dropped into the already full cup of an . 
ilihabitant of Olympus^ would cause 
i^ nectar to riin over the brim. Tran« 
.8|H>rted> sitbdu^^ he advanced^ and 
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exclaimed with the 0io4t tender^ im^ 
ptsBioned accent^'' Adria«« I"' and: 
8ud4eBly stopped shaft. 

Madame d'Azemar gazed at ltim> 
and the mere thought that she had her 
eyes fixed upcm his^ caused his heart 
t# palpitate w'ith siH^h violjmce^ and* 
ibi^ew liis ideas into such diserder^ as 
in a manner to interrupt the passage 
of all his words^ It would have been 
emhi for him to speak three hours ex- 
tempote iathe House ef Lords; than' 
to ci^iEue in thai tone. "Fbe good' 
and senaiMe earl 4id not know how to 
read the heart of Aifarioiia. He did 
wt reflect ibat a nub wli# wishes t# 
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pleasi k xm^ -^^ i^t&At'^ tfein 
wkm he k affitotdd lo suc& a degree 
Hi no loD^r to know^iiat be is Myiag: 
He had seized Madame d'AzemMli 
baod^ ancl had quitted it again. She 
smiled and said, '' My lord, I shall 
oiot repeat what you have just been 
saying to meJ^ At this^ Wiseby was 
only the more disconcerted, and it was 
as much as he could do if he heard 
Adriana say, as she parted from him : 
'' My dear Lord, we are both of us 
persons of method: it is yet very 
early, and I have still three hours to 
ritep J so good eyeningto you/' 

, She . had disappeared — had Tain 
^3 ^ 
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d'oWn i^^ii-^Bad ^^pt; at least I sup^- 
pose 80^ when tbe clock struck nine^ 
and Lord Wisdiij was still at the 
same place 
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CHAP. VII. 

THE PYRENEAN FESTIVAL. 

This raorniog Lord Wiseby. appear- 
ed later at the breakfast table than any 
one in the company. Lady Mary ob- 
served to him^ perhaps M^ith a little 
archness^ that he seemed no longer the 
saitiHe person. He/Mrho bad always 
been 80 pUnetuaL to make his, appear- 
ance tile last ! ''brother/' said Lady 
CaroliMy introducing her discourse 
with a flourish of her hand^ which seem- 
ed to announce Its importance/ '^ the 
moral iyorld has its prognostics of re 

% 

Digitized by Google 



IM m BACS£UR. 

Tolution like tb? physical \rorld. The 
earthquake of Calabria was portended 
by the variation of the barometer^ and 
jour's seems to be astonishingly de- 
ranged." 

The earl^ emtiarrassed^ made no 
answer ; but Adrians eame to his re* 
liefy by saying immediately : '' My 
lord, you have no idea how well I have 
slept ;'' and I do not know why Adri^ 
ana said these words with sometUag 
less of a natural air than usmJ/i^ 
'' But/' added she, '' sleep ku sot 
impaired my memory. I h^ve r^coK 
lected that you had heard me spei^ 
with pleasure of our Beam Mouotaini^ 
and that 1 could shew you a view of 
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Ae ymj \mi9cnft wfaicfa I am so food 
4f reealliflfg^ ti> my f eeoUectiott. It irM 
dra^vm sMie tiine ai|ptf bjr Victor, ited 
I bftve laid k aride for yoite uispee^ 
tioo." 

i The Bwoivde Tale; did not leavo 
tfaie earl time to fioish btg ackoowledj^ 
ms9tt», bui lateprupted lyim >y ftajbg : 
^^a$ for raa» I awoke witk ao tiopteataiit 
ide^w pi)^liead, ^ I cecollocte^d Ihat I 
>estei4ay 4:finylefrttd my tbhtj-fifth 
arear.** ., 

Whatever pleasure the baron might 

$ti^y,ia;y)eakii}g of bioisel^^thiA com- 

muiiieatioii which he mad^ to the 

leonipavy wA& so .Uttle irftogw, that 

F 5 
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every one^i^as persuaded that he owned 
to thirty-five merely m order to avoid . 
being thought forty-four> which was 
really his age. Madame d'Azentar 
looked' at him with a smile; then as« 
suming a tone of gravity jiot usual 
with her, she said, " For my part, I 
have not thought of my age these many 
years past. When the future offers 
no objects of hope, we endeavour to 
get through the present without think- 
ing of ihe past. Life is then a dream, 
and our object is not to live, but to 
sleep/' 

The earl seemed as if motionless 
with astonishment. Lady Mary; 
always kind and affectionate^ drawing 

; 
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ber th^iT towards that of Madame 
d'Azemar^ said^ almost with tears in 
her ejes : '' My Nearest friend^ has 
sot then your birth-day been always 
made a. festival wherever you have 
been ? '* — '', Dear Lady Mary,'* answer- 
'ed Adriana^ '' I have been able to 
resist^ misfortune^ but happy days I 
have not known for a long time/' 

Lord Wiseby, who did not lose a 
single word that fell from Adriana^ 
seemed [to cut short the conversa- 
tion; but we 4s>haU soon see that be 
only followed up an idea which he 
was f evolving in his mind. '' You 
was just speakings madam^" said he, 
of a vi«w of the Pyrenees j will yoti 
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have the goodnesg to ifltriist k h ttiy 
ha»ds/' — ''My lord, ywi may Make 
a request to me more difficidt to he 
graatcd/^.,.'' But jou Aonet know 
that I ahould wish to have it Vei^j sdMr; 
ta-day, for example/'—^' You dhafl 
have it immediately/' And Adriaua 
had DO sooner grr en him thia ^Kgtng 
answer^ than she went eui t0 fttch tha 
drawing he wimted . 

J^e had e^nceiyed the psojeci of 
giving;. Vi^r't sistev^ » Miy g isc 
intortby of hipself^ af hia fortttne, and 
of the geij^foua tateiesi hpr whoch 
alone he coii^eiited bins^f aatuated 
towfrd« heir. Adj^iiini* waa at Urn 
momei^t in hk eyn n#4iittg Imi than a 
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My wkdbmd lomghem whB,fff, mttose 
Mutbtimgt he Might te^ diidetLVMrr U 
beguile, apd to^ 1irho» it WM biS €u^ 
im^Sbid cmaolfitim, htaiMiif i^u 
iQ bji fioww to ^ffiir it to bcfr^ Tftis 
Amiobttiirii lii cdttld listve wis^dl fo 
piOGDn ber ioundKat^y^ bytlre wftV^ 
109 of a^mag^ untiri i^btttiietdoll e^ 
iMt to ioNigifli tbft^he ifNMl doing ai^ 
tbiog tot % woofin trbottl be lordA 
He fancied be wa^ diacbai^giog it de(t 
miAtk bi ^^ed to^ fbe m^tertaMite, 
«neoMdPDa» Ibaf Ibe wnt i^ll Ibe iirbile 
obeykg Ibe irfesirtibltf Intptthe of 
bk pas^B. ' T* wbat eocrW <he in* 
iMuMed «iaii ilfribttfe all tb* pfl^^ 
tfire irl^i^ bfr «njo^ bj afrfidpa^ 
tioif^JI 
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AdrUna retaraed to the br^akfast^ 
parlour witb the drawiag in her hand. 
It was rolled up. Lord Wiseby ea- 
gl^ly unrolkd , it. Lady . Caroline 
h^l^ed to see it^ and obsiNve^ that it 
would have a fine effect in her optieid 
ejLhibition. He^ btother begged her 
tp leaTe it to bio^ to apply it to a gfHNi 
pu|rpo;ie ; and with mi air of. the 
greatest iMtisfaction^ he desired Lady 
Mary^ in a whisper^ to ask Victor^ 
who satexb^side i^T, when h|s sister's 
birth*day was. Adriana^ who bad 
oferheard the earL answ^re^ herself: 
^^ You will admits my lor^j that I am 
as capable as any one of gifiog yon 
^at information. You ai^e then very 
ei^rious to know that I am twen^-six 
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year* af age/* '* Madam/' replied 
the very intelligent Bdrmi de l*aley; 
with a primhess which^^ he took, for an 
air of gallantry^ ^^ it is necessary that ^ 
you should say it to ha?e it beliered. 
The graces are always in their spring." 

Victor remarked to his sister^ that to 
ask when her birth-day was^ did not 
amount tp the same thing as inquiring 
what was Tier age. '' Well, my lord,** 
continued she, addressing herself to 
the earl, ^' you are to know that I was 
born under the sign of the Balance, 
on the sixth of September. Dojou 
intend io cast my nativity ?" '* The 
sixth of September/* repeated Lady 
Mary, " that is a fortnight hence.*! 
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^^ That is a little more time ik^u we 
dioiiM tuppMe, ; bf€fttt]isie I am ^o 4(. 
tboge persons wfaofe day» l^ia egrljr* 

^' Veii; madajoa/' immediattljr rt^ 
plied Lord Wiscbj, \¥ho wag in the 
be$i huinour pos^ijUe ; ^^ and jret you 
nalqe us ibiuk 4^eni.Terj,8liOft.y , . . 

:'' ,That is ji^t>what I was.goifisie 
*fy/' a4|ded ibe barou iaciet^^usly: 
/' you : have gained the advantage ^i 

; The esri begs^4 bis pacdon % ^^ 
jiii«l|dc^rj^iied.htm afftlie opportfVmiiy 
nf (M^iug aD^OBij^Hmeiit tqualLyd^ 
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IhsBtf ud tervBl ; then beekontd lo 
Vit^tj te#k him wttfc him;, And did not 
' ik^ till be cftme to tb« middle of tt^ 
park : tken^, hoMkig the drawing in 
tme hand/at^ fhe grapfaometer in the 
other^ iMs said lyitfa a myst^riom air to 
M. Ad Leyris, •' My friQid> the mini- 
venuf »f MadaiAe d^Azemar's hittb- 
^•y takes |iface Wftfaiii a fbrthtght. 
Tbira ii the gfMtid> hwe j^ottt filod«t. 
Let ui Mi to wMk/ Madi he tttre jm 
my mt « word idnmi the matter.'* 

Vieior smiled^ fixed iSie ^aphome* 
ter upon its legs^ aAd took the first 
measHrements. 

The situation was hilly^ ^cturesque^ 
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aad interqpersed wit^ larehet luid |iine9, 
some standing singly^ otlier» in gir#upff. 
On every side large manes of rock 
projected from the ground^ which re- 
quired only to be disposed of to pro- 
duce their proper effect^ and «t|iecialljr 
so as to exhibit the resembU^ice of that 
beautiful valley^ of the P/feneei/.of 
which Victor's pencil had furnishi^ 
the most accurate idea« The latter 
assured Lord Wisehy^ that with s^fl|- 
cient workmen he shoulcl easily he 
able to copy the trees^ the masses of 
stone^ the variations of the ground, 
the little cottage^ and the wooden 
bridge, but that the Gave embarransed 
him extremely, as there was no water 
about the place. 
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'' WhatjV exclaimed the Englisli 
. peer^ '' do I require of jou a Pjre- 
liean landscape^ and shall I hot be able 
to furnish you with a rivulet? I will 
answer to you for your Gave, my 
friend; it is but two paces distant/* 

The earl immediately led Victor to 
the stimmit of a real moutitain^ which 
nature had placed tbeire as if w pur^ 
pose^ and shewed him, at a little dis* 
iance, a swamp ' formed by abundant 
tprin^, that only' needed to be^ di^ 
rected ittto a proper channeL If it 
Jiad been ihe finefst lal&e, it^woiild have 
been equally sacrificed to copy the 
Gave for Adriana« The declivity of 
the hill ensured a suffieieAt ftlU' and; 
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|;ave mson to exfpect an m|tqiial bed^ 
natural windings^ an extrtiliely pic^* 
ture^ua bric^Cj iA shorty a fide 4W'- 
rent ^rith all its api^enilages. 

Lord Wiseby \r«s ndW a etranger to 
repose. Two weeks appeared to bim 
as many year8> as many ag«s» and yet> 
wben be €#npare4 them witb bii 
wisbei^ he found the taboiirt wf ih$ 
workttM t0o irfow;tiia dsyl too sbaiitt 
He gKiidged even the bourt y$hkik 
night denies te btb<lnr; h^ covnte^ 
them all^ for be was too impatieitt^ loo 
happy^ to iii0er4ilefepto d{q[iroaebJbfi». 

Two hundred workmen were etn<* 
ployed at imce^ aome in eonsftruetiog 
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the ru^c mouoftaia-cottage^ o^ets in 
r^movidg tb« trees t^t impeded the 
eiseeutioii of tbe pko; or in hollowing 
out tb^ bed of the projected river. An 
enortnoiis swface of fbck was laid 
hfLft, ^hhh ftSbffded a perfect imita- 
^M of the wMt0 mari^te bottom orer 
wUch iko tSrave folk its clamorous 

Diurmg* tipelm '^3^ Hie w^rlraieB 
labouiied without iiitwnitssion : "Vic- 
tor did not %vM tbem. Lofd ^iseb^r 
jpaired «o exp^Mi^e - to ^^miikite their 
induitFj: tte daroe'-de Taley W2ks no 
leM l^lNifttl of hk adtico/whH^h vaa 
iKit abf ays* dertittfte of sense; for it 
bitd Ml J«dg^ advileable 46 let him 
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into the ^ecret^ as a roan w}io lutd jie^ 
muchj and who might suggest a luckj 
idea oecasipnally from recallection* 
AU the accessary circumstances had 
beea ably maoag^d. The large rpcj^. 
i¥ftich had been precipitated purposely 
in qrder to make an arti^ficial obstruc- 
tion to the courie^Qf the.ton'ent> was 
placed as naturally as in the drawings 
IS^othing ivas now wanting but the 
Gavc^ the source of which, was at the 
distance of a little more than half a 
mile. Victor awaited its arrival with 
his eye fixed upon the spot from whidik 
it was to is$ue. , AH who had been m^. 
gaged in the ^ock shat^ the eager- 
ness and iixipatieBQe of the youngi^ 
Frenclman. Every ooe watdied and 
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listened. Suddenly Lord Wiseby gave 
the signal-^-the sluices were opaied: 
hej being on horseback^ shot off like an* 
arrow^ and^ transported with jby^ he' 
exdaimed to M. de Leyris^ '' Here 
comes the Gave : oh^ how grand !'' 

An awful sound announced the arri* 
rsA of the stream. When it had taken 
possession of its channel^ when the water 
ran between the full banks^ moistened 
the rocks^ and filled the atmospbew 
with unwonted eoolness^ the illusion 
became so complete^ that the baron^ 
comparing the copy witii the original 
declared that no imitation of nature 
had ever betii beitter exectrted. : 

At lei^^tii, l^i^y WMotht I the tep- 
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Tbe Min i^^e^ &wrj ^un^ vw r^djn^ 
mid the fiSte al^iiit to cotmnenoe* It 
was at eigh* a/cloo)i in the mownm^ 
thai the pjbt was ^t into e^ecoimm. 

Suddenly half a ddzen Biscajan tarn* 
boimnes^ and a» «ia«f fif(M^ toiMed 
Adiiaha, who. had Iain d«vm i^wac^ 
cudiiag^to beremitoa^ ud in«3iM|>«)Msv^ 
hst »b€«i sfefefu Lady Mary an£ the 
aniaaife Adela eiAoicd hor cftanber^ 
attiMdi like pQiiiMii of ^Mt JE^yitenaes^ 
Att tiite 390UD9' wotaiei^ employaal m 
tHttt 9einiiee^ and in t^ of L^dif Ci|Mf 
line^ followed in ihair^^traMK. A. shotti 
petticoat of gveen^ loi^ or baoimi stui^ 
displayed their well turned ancles^ and 
fermed mu agi O w iitc^Mirtrait wvlb ih« 
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boddice to vpfaich it was joflied. Th£ 
small mountaineer's bonnet covered the 
crown of their heads^ and the ample 
shawl of red crape thrown across their 
shoulders floated in the wind, 

Adriana^ hardly awakened from het 
sleep^ found herself m their hahd«, 
and soon saw herself attired hj 
them. At the gate stood a kind of 
flexible car, composed of branches 
of trees interwoyen together, covered 
with moss, and surmounted with an 
awning of leaves and flowers. * ^* My 
dear friend/' said Lady Mary> present- 
ing to her a handkerchief to blindfold 
her> *^^liave confidence in us," ^*^Do 
what ytm please,*' Adriana replied, 

TOL. III. G 
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im4 immediately she felt her^lf raised 
and coDYeyed almtg in the easiest^ 
smoothert^ Md most agre&ble manneF ' 
possible. The marcb> or Tather the 
dance^ commenced to the s^kmd of the 
mountaineer-music^ which is played by 
thdse lively peasants of Bearn^ which" 
Adriana had herself so often played and 
danced to> and *which she had taught 
to the inhabitaots of Wiseby Place. 
At the head of the procession was the 
Baron de Taley, always younger 
than his years. It approaches the 
place of the scene ; the noise of the 
torrent strikes Adriana's ear. ^' What 
is it that I hear ?" she inquires^ ^' you 
are not going to throw me into the 
Thames, my friends.''— ^^ Yon shall . 



d by Google 



s^e/'. ei^cl^iwpd 44e^^?»>»4 WjMary 
tagetfoer, Ttip RW^e c^^pd, ilie pro- 
cej&sion , stopp^dji ;lli|i« f(:;i^i; ^sK^f stitdowM^ 

Adriana^s eyes, and sh^ inifigiaed har^ 
self in a. dream. 

jrmtvp bifi^ge^ the cotjb^^, vl^icb. she 
JavQd, her. fj^wurite vailfjy* appeared 
bipfeue thiPr a^ if by ewJwitiqflBt The 
»WQete^t^ .the jpo^t siudden > emoTi^s 
j&lledihtareyea wHh^iear3^ a^itq4^d her 
spills erfbajjr^tfl^fd her, speech ; she ap* 
pi9W^ Bj^aijc^ly ftbletosupportJierf^lf ; 
\^^ ^twr^th s^mx^^ ahQu* tpJihandpn 
bfr^.find JiWd Wiseby r/qpjtoachpd him- 
self.&^r: not.having iqapaged this sti;oke 
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of theatrieal effect with more cautioh. 
'^ Ah ! my lord/' said Adriana to him 
With an enchanting smile^ '^ little did 
I think that joy could proye so over- 
whelming. '* 

/ Madame d'Azemar had smiled : 
gaiety revived, and one surprise suc- 
ceeded the other. The earl conducted 
her to the other side of the bridge, 
where young peasant girls presented to 
her live ortolans, birds of passage in 
th^ Pyrenees, whose breasts and necks 
are adorned with bla<^k feathers; 
• Others offered her pairs of those beautit 
ful fowls that are so much sought after 
in the vallies of Beam, and which lire 
known there by the name of palombs. 
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Some jovial villagers led three ante- 
lope! t0 faef^ Mid others brought bears 
to daoce before her while they played 
%i|>oti the tdouiitaiti fife. 

'' You will excuse me/' said Lord 
Wiseby> '* that wplres arc wanting to 
complete the picture. You know that 
we have none in England^ and I do not 
ttiok thai you r^r«t their absence/* 

Victor waited for his sister at the ^ 
door of the cottage. He was dressed ia 
the French uniform^ white- turned up 
;witlT red^ ip- which from her infancy 
she bad been \used to see him on 
holi4fij)s. She entered, and Monsieur 
^apd. Ma4ame Dumenil^ both dressed ia 
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the moxmtktit gai^, did tike ^fVdbrB^ is^ 
pa^dri! it^fet, dwirtf ^ich I^ 
CaTalJrie> wfe^we grii'vity did n<rt |yeriilit 
her to join in tb^ mffiiquerade^ bntwlM 
bad not refused to perform a part in the 
fe»ttva]^ read a pa«tdr4i in f^rdAeh 
vfeirse, ^hlch sjie had employed i^imii/y 
days ih eomposing, as h*r br#ffi*# lAt 
in making bis rivet Gate, Ev>rtry ottfe 
lafeswed her tbttt 41 vrasf \r6r*by of t1* 
pea of a Fontenelle^ and probably. 
Lady Caroline did nfotthinlttKift eutbgy 
adequate to its rterii/ 

/ ^ Ob, Ay friends/* Adrttimiripfeatljd 
ilftceteiWiy/^^battrKthtb^ire^iirib yorir 
ttiagic pidfurt ! Yotir hfeart UAi fb^- 
gotten liotlifiog/* atrd hfer eyes ofte» 
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dwelt ujkm Lord Wiseby with ao ex- 
pressien . of perbaps somethiBg more 
than tender gratitode. 

Tke whole morDiog aad afternooB 
were devoted to Madame d'Afltemar's 
fertivaL Brery one participated io 
tbebappiieis wkicfa seemed pouirtra^^ 
in tbe demeanour^ the motion*^ andihe 
dideoiHUe of the earl. Never bad a 
da J afppeared more happy and jdyOYiij 
wben^ toward^) evenings Adrkoa^ re- 
iracing with 'delight«llitbe enjoyments 
which it had affbrded her^ approached 
liord Wiseby^ and placing one- of heir 
bant^s upon his arm^ ^' Permit me, wy 
4ord/' said she, '^ onee bore to thank 
yon. I* have felt, I have appreniated 

^ Digitized by Google 



12S Tfl£ BACHELOE^ 

everj thing. Not a single recollectieti 
has escaped you. Even Victor you have 
dressed in an uniform calculated to re-* 
cal to my remembrance our plays^ onr 
festivals, and our pleasures.... '' Then, 
suddenly turning towards M. de Ley* 
rk, as if a circumstance long since for* 
gotten had just occurred to her memory, 
'' Good CUnI^ Victor/' she exclaiined, 
*' that uniform brings to niy recollect 
tion the' medallion you formerly sent 
me. I bad the misfortune to lose .it at 
Pampeluna, I believe at that bull-fight 
at which vfj^ were present together 
h^d: Wiseby/' added she lowering 
hor voi(^. There was nothing very 
strongly marked jp the manner it 
vfaiiSb Mftdame d'Azemar pronounced 
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-tHes^ last: words. It could not eyen l>e 
affir|nedit}i%t>sl^ spoke theqi withaay 
particular iirtentien : however, it was 
not impossible to suppose that she had 
6ne which she wished to conceal. 
Ladj Many cast down her eyes for fear 
ojf betraying her brother's secret. The 
letter turned aside so quickly that 
Adrkna might easily suspect she had 
discovered a guilty person. Parhi^s 
even^ after ull ^at bad passed^ she mighi 
suppose that the medallion in, Lord 
W jseby*s po3seisian ^its found again: 
for her ; but a» for hioi a sentiment of 
embarrassmeiit^ confusion^ restraint, 
had suddenly seized upim hki' whole 
countenance. He imagined that a 
fwlf wdt ' ppesed beneatbi bis feet ; he 
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fUbii^ h\i netiimtMa hdd Beeti dh-^ 
«d^r^* itdAf^i the dye df ih^ Wiie^t 
Mftii ^^s ftls^Iy i^heti fafe ti«ecnfMd t 
fMrejr «d alarias^ fatft bH^ tbe wtoi6 ^ilb- 
lit hisc6we privy to thiLt pfts»ion to 
tl^hich his sitigaltttity of chal^ifccter iiitd 
paid 80 stmnge a tribute. Ptatting no 
boutids to his apprdiensionSi he vttkit 
so. far as to think that the siticerity of 
his principled would be called in <|ues» 
iion^ and that he ^^rould be suppoised 
capable of submitting to a yoke of 
wlHch he had declared himself with 
such publicity the mdst determined 
emmy^ that is to say, of die last d^ree 
of ineoimiteDey* 

A^ ibiis it "WM liiait a W^td^ ^ fiin- 
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gle word^ clouded the evening of a fine 
day^ wtiose inorning agd noon liad 
shone with such a serene lustre. Pen« 
stve and sileo^^ l^isehy carefullj con- 
cealed the melancholy ideas which in 
Mowds assailed his mind. Tuipultuous 
gaiety reigned ^arouif 4 bim; he there- 
fore retired to his apartment. Was it 
Acai impossible for him fo taste un* 
mixed happiaesft i 
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CHAP. VIII. 
INDISCRETIONS. 

Lord Wiseby arose. The clouds 
i^hich hung over his mind were diJ- 
;sipa{ed wfth the shades of night. A. 
few hours repose had been suificient 
to put an end to his false alarms :_ soon 
he saw nothing more of a concealed 
design in the question which Adriana 
had put to him^ and at last he ranked 
it among vthose unfortunate accidents 
for which no one can justly be blamed. 
It cannot appear surprising that the 
preparations for the festival^ which 
we haye describedij occupied his whole ' 
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tipne for the space of a fortnight. .But 
this festival vras now over^ and the 
emplojiaent of his time rem^cd no 
less deratiged, Ho no longer w^pt so 
often as before to vie^w his cattle and 
the agricult^al operations that w^e 
carrying on under his directions. The 
onlj hours that ffrmed epochs, in his 
thoughts^ the only ones which he found 
shorty which; he expected with impa- 
tience^ and which he saw return with 
pleasure/ were those which he passed 
in the c^mpfiny of ]Vf adan\e d* Azemar. 
The more he ol^aerTed her/ the more 
engaging and yalual>le qualities he 
discovered in her. lie could never 
sufficiently admire that affectionate ^ra« 
titwb^ that tender respect with which. 
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the Spoke of ber former fitiibttid. 
What simplicity^ -what modesty did 
she display when she enumerated tfie 
attentions M^hich she had received from 
him, the dangers she hkd shared with 
him> whilst she avoided dwelling upon 
those from which she alohe had guard- 
ed M. d'Azemar. In shorty ithecanre 
every day more difficult for Wiselly to 
disguise from hiniself that she pos* 
sessed an undemanding equatUy solid 
and brilliant; that her conversation^ 
though iiabitually the easi^t and gay- 
est^ imaginable^ was not deficient in 
d^th; dbd that^ nevertheless^ yihe 
made no parade of her kno^ledge^ but 
leeiti^ to have seeuv tfll that she had 
seen merely en f^ssdnt aAd by accidf^i. 
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' Onfe day, among ofliets; Wben Lady 
CiroUn^ was not bliratiguing, and 
tr%en the Baron^de TaJey had te^ed 
to frttcr word* witfaout meaning, or, 
in other terms, had discpntinued^eak- 
ing, the ^eral conversation fetl upon 
conscience. The baron* asserted, with 
more sense and reason than perhaps 
bdenged to him, that he knew as 
many different kinds of conscience a^ 
he knew countries, languages, reli- 
^ons, and, perhaps, different indivi- 
duals. 

Ciiidy Miry, wh^ii x:alled upbn, An- 
swered iHl)i amiable ingenuousness, 
fiurt 'her eoiiddence was of the saMe 
^piiri»n w^lh tbbse Mhbm she krred; 
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^ i^^ Sffffie,^ tiHie she fixed hei^yffes 
yviih ilKefXfjgf^i tepder .expc^si^^^]^ 
upjoa her brother^ a^d. tbect upiifi rX.^? 
tor. Madame ^'Jizem^'V^ speaking io 
her iMra^ said that for hef .Jll^^ti^for 
fear .of Receiving, h/erself, she bftd a 
written consciei^c^ and that ^be.cof^* 
suited it ver^ often. When she was 
pressed to explain herself^ she con^ 
fessed^ that ever since, she. knew her- 
self, she bad made it her coiistimtFule, 
a superstitious one if they chose to 
call it so, to write^ down in a memo- 
randum book what truth alwajs per- 
mits us to thinks .but what;^e consi- 
derations of societj, respect for ot^ierSj. 
axjd CQx^yeni^qil^ prudpiv^i^^t^cfriof^ 
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hei: whether he might not flatter him* 
self that he had a place in her memo* 
randuox-book. " Why not?'* ansnv^* 
ed she : '' hdwever make joui^^lf eary, 
I Judge less of others than of. mjielf: 
they kns lessons of expmtence which I 
gite to olyself. EiperieAce' is likd 
words } ^ it flifes away : I ^bave endea- 
voured to fix it. We gain scFmetiiiiDg 
in the long run by comparing ourselves 
with mirselves : the mtfin point is to 
flo it with 8ineeri(j^« a^d Iihave ii^re6 
no never> dared to commit a falsehood 
ta Dfty metnorandum^ook/' 

While she was speakings Lord \Tiee- 
by, who before had been walkinig about 
the room^ stopped to listen to her, «n4 
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•she tluis. stood qear her, te pagsed 
inceMaatij from admiration to tba most 
trader aentiments; liut also from Chese 
aentimeaiiB to distrast and uneasiK^s. 
It 19 dittcoh to eODceivo how tbn 
kmd of Tagwe jeolomj of wbidi tbo 
Saron d« l^Ioy was tbe otjoct, could 
ftvd 10 tbe hearty or radier in the mi* 
derMndiag of the earl^ any nonrith** 
iiieat> after all tile probft of semibiUty 
whieb he hiid received from Adifianft 
iJOYio^ the Pyrenean festival after all 
ilhathe hittiself bad dene for ber and 
for ber brofber^ and the claima ^hieli 
so much generosity .and delicacy bad 
^ven him t6 tbe esteem and even to 
the tffN^tion of this adored woma:i^. 
tt was not that she paid more attentidn 
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^tk> sire ^{b'HftyotMMrtNfti/ td<1b6 
d4IK:iotis> fm«^Ari fir^i «hal iJKli<- 
pljsased LdM'WIitfby } but any tftli* 
man in tlie same sifuaitidn wMild tfevfe 
ifupKai^ b^- eqtrM3\ He wllo at 
4hfe MNWtMt^ g^^-liil' iKMMrftgei ^tlt 
i»4lM ftfcl4t'bf ««fiteilHtfgfwltl( AdHMik 

#}th^ ebaji^ ftit He li^t pertteps 
Kave be^ hj^pKed toi bad not thfe btf- ^ 

Sierfftefr "iff tbeM^WiA -^M^ld^ M(V« h«a 
lio y^tote in tite e^ of (uty^me Sete 
vfkM/fy hif^risltei itbout A4Waua ; bat 
Ai6 btiea^itieto of a fti&nVihfnrd blinds 
Biaf vaAif^, Md liord "Wfaeby imagined 
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hlmsrlf;fixql¥4fd fro»'» pieforence to 
which /he had .more claujas than one. 
Finally, M. de Taley MfM offten ad- 
mitted early in the oiorning into Adrir 
ana'i chamber^ and her host^ to vrhoiQ 
the atiiduity of this FrefuOman had 
hwiEi a suh^t of diteontenlt tvm be* 
fore they left London, made the re- 
mark "With chagm and i^hnoi^ with 
bitternesp. He agaia aaw/ him q^uit 
Madame d'A^ei^ar's lyp^oimeut on the 
iporqiog af^r. the day on .which he 
had hear4 tha^ s^^^^ w.oqHW «I^^ 
j^r^hsiieh J^i^e«f'an4 ffeaion ^^the 
subject o^ her memorandum-bogk. ^He 
thought himself autho^imd to.putl^r 
upon b^r guart^ againfit an uniisfial 
familJArity^ which |9; Cjpniiider^. w 
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Eoglciid as one of the greatest im- 
prcprkties. 

Adriaiia's first emotion was aBtonish* 
ment. '^^ Mj lord/* said she smiling> 
'* th^ house of a French, lady ougfct 
to be made of ghissi lil^eihat of a cer- 
tain Roman^ Whose name I hdve for^ 
gotten. Believe me^ she maj. receive 
company in her bed-chamb^^ with the 
doors and windows open, not ex:cepting 
even the Baronde Taley/' 

Lord Wiseby retreated, not a little 
discontedted with the fefFeet pf his 
warning. / What wad his surpriie tf hen# 
on the same day, Adriana tooJi him by 
thearmj and Jeading him t<? a v;iDdo>vi 
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^ Mylocd/.' said d^r, mwIUi. « iimt 
of affection and gratitude, -^ you 
ought not to be accustomed to give 
tttefieciual MliiDO«iHoil». ' I i^Tf!i>pro- 
^ed by that I jpeceiwd; from you. thk 
ntojpBkixig; I be/ve i^fiectod upao it. 
Yes, you arc \n the rigbt : every oiie 
ought to conforan to the customs of 
the country in which be lives, and it 
is my iotentioato dO'SO. . I have mated 
dovirn the fault ki my memorapdujii- 
book ; may I not also write tbcire that 
you have pardoned it ?'' 

^' Ko, no;'* cried the earl, ^^it jb 

you that are born to setam eximiple to 

alllhe world. If you act differently 

. from every one else, it is €very one else 
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that is in the wrong. You- are maclt 
to be always in the right;*' 

The te^ of the day the good earl 
(lassed io a dt^te t>f trar»$port ; but 
what eachantmeot cao last ? Towards 
the eveniBg he was in th^' drawings 
rooHO^ and no on^ but his youngest 
sister with him. liady Mary^ wfaoia 
protracted hope threw into a painful- 
languor^ observed^ with much interest, 
the ascendancy whidi Adriana\ gradu- 
ally gained over him. Whenever the 
aceoiint ^of i^y mafrioge was read 
before her in any of Ifae public papers, 
she looked at tier brother^ who seemed 
gradually io ha^ve relaxed considier^ 
ably from thewlgour of his awowcil 
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ijstem. Sometimes be admitted ihat^ 
this alliance was a suitable one from 
family circumstances ; Sometimes tfaat 
anotber migbt prove happy^ because 
it was the union of talent and 
beauty^ witb merit and virtue. In 
•hort^bedid not approve of. it that 
people sbould marry; but it was evi- 
dent that be begata to conceive that 
they might marry. 

- 1 Lady Mary imagined she bad found 
iljlis evening one of. those moments in 
iwbichiie [seemed almost accessible to 
jiisinuation& of so delicate a nature. 
She therefore ventdred to say, ^^But 
>iMifpo86>< brother, that before' the end 
«f stbcee months^ -your own marriage 
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f ■ ) ' 

should be announced to the pul}Iic^ 
and you should become indebted to 
such an unron for the happiness of 
your ^ifc/' 

The earl, for the first time in his life, 
put himailf into a passion at bis good 
aad gentle Marj^ and answered her in 
a yehement tone of voice: '' It is 
singulsr enough that you should think 
yourself capable of reconciling me to 
such 9 scheme. Me^ to marry ! I 
should like to know what can make 
you think it possible for me to be guil- 
ty of such a piece of inconsistency. 
Me, to marr^' ! I intreat you, my 
good sister/' added he in a much 

VOX/. III. H 
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milder tone, '^ do not attempt io 
jest with me in this manner again/' 

Her grief at seeing that an oppbrtur 
tunity which she thought so favour- 
tible^ had thus deceived fier hopesf 
made Lady Mary forget fiiv a single 
moment the promises of Secrecy which 
she had given to Victor ; and she said, 
with impatience: '^ But, tny'broCher, 
if it is so easy for you to remain master 
of your heart, what is it you do with 
that fine -'' 

The involuntary motion with which 
she accompanied these words that 
escaped her, her eyes which directed 
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themselves towtrd« the nvysterious 
afiartmeat^ b^ bfuid which poioted to 
*the door of it^iodieated hut too plainly 
whatt she was.about to gay. The earl, 
confounded^ required time to recollect 
that he had never forgotten the key of 
that door. He vras^ however, just upon 
the point lof asking his sister how she 
could carry her curiosity so far as 
to—; when Lady Mary, reading 
his thoughts, immediately exclaimed, 
^^ Do not imagine that I have ever 
entered that apartment. It was the 
wind that one day blew aside the 
blind.;' 

The earl covered his face with both 
his hands, and remained for some time 
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silent. But his sister testified so much 
regret for the indiscretion which febc 
fiad committed, and exhibited stich 
genuine mark« of sorrow^ that he 
forgot all his anger, and embracing 
her tenderly, said, not without great 
^motion of mind, '' You possess my 
secret ; keep it." And, after a pause, 
he added : " but do not draw any 
inference from it." 

Having said this, he left Lady Mary 
overwhelmed with melancholy, while 
his owfa breast wa^s a prey to the most 
violent agitation. The inhabitants of 
Wiseby Place returned one after an- 
other to the drawing-room, and Lady 
Mary was obliged to use great exer- 
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tion to conceal her chagrin. As for 
the earl> he sent to apologize for his 
absence^ under the pretext of indispo^ 
sition. 
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CHAP. IX. 

TRAVELLING SCHEMES. 

Lord Wiseby had not closed his 
eyes. What a difference from' those 
nights, the end of which he imagined 
he hastened by his impatience, when 
each that passed was one step more 
taken towards an enjoyment that was 
to be imparted — an enjoyment that 
Adriana was to taste ! What a con* 
trast with this cruel night, whose du- 
ration he accused in the anguish, of 
apprehensions now confirmed. He 
loves ; he has at length confessed it 
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^himself; but he learns that his passion 
is no secret. His sister has placed the 
fatal torch before his eyes ; another be- 
sides himself possesses the secret. Ah! 
though it be this beloved liste? her- 
^ self, it IB beyond his power to endure 
the idea. No doubt she will keep it ; 
but yet she may confide it. It is 
enough that this is possible^ in oi'der 
to make him fear it, to make him be- 
lieve it certain. That is the cause of , 
his anguish, of the humiliation that 
overv^helms him. It is no longer a vain 
attachment to a false system that still 
detains hini; it will not hold out 
against his passion; his system is 
now nothing more than an edifice 
suspended in the air ; ks supports are 
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removed, but a phantom is there to 
defend it. This terrible phantom h 
regard for public opinion, a tyrant 
whose e'mfiire is universally acknow- 
ledged, and which presents itsfelf un- 
der a thousand terrific forms to the 
mind of the lover of Adriana. Agi-» 
tated, tormentedj distracted by all 
kinds of doubts and perplexities com- 
bined, the earl at length pariuaded 
himself that he had discovered the only * 
means of insuring his tranquillity and 
his reputation, by reconciling them 
with his passion. As soon as it was 
day, his valet delivered the following 
letter to Lady Mary : 

*' My secret is known, my dear sis- 
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ter ; perhaps only ta^ou ; but that 19 
already too mucb^ Beware lest you 
suspect me of inconsistency; beware 
of thinking that I can ever, marry,... 
and whom? 

'' My fortune, my r^nk^ my title^ 
aire not, advantages of any great value 
in the eyes of Madame d^Azemar. 
Mistress of her lot^ a woman of qua^ 
Wty* young, irresistibly fascinating^ 
the noble iseal of adversity marks her 
destiny. It only increases jthe interest 
which she inspires — renders her cQUr 
rage and her misfortunes more power* 
ful incentives to tendjer admiration* 
Some . r09iains of her fortune and li- 
edited vrants Insure the independency 

H5 * 
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of her life and the liberty of htt nff^t- 
tiotis. Adriana i& above making eal« 
culations^ and I could offer bet nothing 
that she would not disdain. I se^ 
with the inost heartfelt pleasute^ mj 
sistevj that she possesses your friend- 
ship ; make it your endeavour to me- 
lt her's. I leave you together at 
Wiseby Place ; her, in order to afford 
her a shelter against the cens6rious re- 
marks of an unjust public^ that will 
soon respect neither my principles iiot 
lier misfortunes ; you, in order that 
you may supply my place in those at- 
jfentions which I shall no longel* ren- 
der her^ and to bear witness that t 
shall ne^tt be in contr^i^iMi l^ith 
* ftiyself. I know thai this is doing nb- ^ 
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thiog towards yout happiness. I know 
what are the wishes of your heart. 
Do you not guess what it costs me not 
to fulfil them ? Shall I not stiil he 
your brother — ^will not you still be 
my best-beloved sister ? Ah ! if I sa* 
crifice to my principles both your hap- 
piness and your- wishes^ I permit yoa 
to thiak that I am perhaps equally 
cruel towards myself ! - 

*' To-morrow I shall set out for my 
estates^ in Scotland. I confide my se- 
cret motives alone to your friendship> 
\ s|iall announce my intention to-day ; 
my pretext is already prepared^ and 
my resolution fixed. I shall speakrof 
my speedy return ; but of that brieve 
h6 
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nothing ; believe only the tender at- 
talchment of your brother, 

WlSEBY/^ 

/ 

Lady Mary bathed this letter with 
her tears. She ran to her brother's 
^artment : he was gone. Ah, unr 
^•PPy ^^^y ' y^" desigoed to conjure 
iiim to remain, for the sake of his hap- 
piness and your's ! Who will support 
you — who will console you under af- 
fliction so just, so. genuine,, so pro- 
found ? Victor first occurred to her 
thoughts; but how ackpowledge to 
him that she had failed in keeping a 
promise ? How expose herself to his 
reproaches, afflict him whom she loves, 
Jpse something of his esteem?/ An4 
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bas not Victor himself vowed that he 
will abuse none of his rights over his 
ff iend ? Will he not refuse to act, to 
speak ? Adriana is the only person^ 
who can hear Lady Mary : she is 
her refuge, she is her support. She 
will not blush to weep upon the bo- 
som of Adriana. Besides, where is 
the crime ? It ia only her own afflic- , 
tioia whiqh she will reveal to her: she 
will. speak to her only of her own pas^ 
sion, and of the cruel system which ' 
opposes hfsr union with Victor; and is 
not Victor the brother of Adriana ? 
She vviU only say that, and nothing 
^Ise. She now hastens to Madame 
d' Azemar ; already the secret of Lady 
Mary is no longer in her sole posiesr 
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sioQ ; she has divulged the tvhole of 
it, and Adriana has Lord Wiseby's 
letter in her hands. 

At dinner-time Lord Wiseby, fully 
determined upon setting out for Scot** 
land on the morrow,* returned from 
visiting his grounds, from which he 
was going to be absent for a long 
tirai^. As he came to the house, he 
was surprised to see a strange carriage 
at the foot of the steps, which seemed 
only to be waiting for post^-horses. On 
inquiring what this-meant, he was in- -^ 
formed that the carriage belonged io 
the Baron de Tatey, who was setting 
off afiter dinner with Mtfdame d'Aze*- 
Hiar. '^Madame d'Azemiur going !"^ 
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hk exeUlmed^ atid entered the dining^ 
t06m, scarcely master of himself. 
This violeat ^moCion cojuM not but in* 
efeMe when he beheld Adriana in a 
travellidg^^aress^ and heard her apolo- 
gize for h«r dishabille, by saying that 
she bad been making the preparations 
fcTr her departure. 

Dtiriag dinner^ the eftfl ipoke only 
on indifftrent topics/ Uke those vfhq 
iare less occupied. ^ith what ihey are 
saying> than with what they wottld 
wish to say. Victor, gloomy and 
pensive, said nothing. Monsieur do 
Taley spoke for the whole company. 
^he eavl addressed sofim t oli^taf ions 
id Um to induce him to istay. The 
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^ar6ny far from attributmg i^is civi- 
lity to any motive that did not refer to- 
bis oxvn persoB;, vi^as pro&ise in bift ac- 
knowledgments^ but did not xease to 
enumerate the countries ^hieb he in- 
tended to travel through^ the porta, 
which he hud to visit, and all the cu- 
riosities with the sight of which he 
intended to treat bis amiable country*, 
woman. '^ This is a farewel that we 
are going to take of you, my lord," 
added he ; '^ for madame la marquise 
wishes me^ afterwards to .conduct faer 
to Portugal ; apd as for me,^ I ;ihaU 
ever be at her command/' / 

Every word was a da^er in th« 
1iM)som of Lord Wi«5by, who, wbether 
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Lady Mary had betrayed or had kept 
his secret, could not doubt that mo*^ 
ii\es ofdelieacy alone induced Adriwa 
to quit a place from which he was 
, about to fly only oa her account* 

Almost immediately upon rising 
^ from table^ he saw them take together 
this road which led towardjsr the farm. 
He him^lf walked out io an c^posite 
direction ; but he; arrived almost me- 
chanically at the cottage, and found 
himself opposite to the gate.at the mo* 
ment when they opened it to return tq 
the house.. The young lady held Adrir 
ana by the handj and as soon as she 
saw her brother^ she made her coriipa* . 
pioDisit down upon a rustiQ bench, apd. 
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begged her to wait, under pretext that 
ihe had forgotten in their common ha* 
bitation some books which she kne^ 
ipefy well that «he had never carried 
thither. 

Thus the earl was leift alone in Adri- 
ana*i presence. He stood silent^ with 
his eyes fixed upon the ground ; and it 
was evident that he sought in vain for 
a word by which he might introduce 
the conversation. Probably she had 
imagined that he would seat himself 
upon the bench ; but observing that 
he remained ^motionless^ she rose and 
looked around her, asi if she wished 
that the return of her friend might 
leave her at liberty to go. This mo* 
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tion was dccime for the carl. " Ma- 
dam^'* said he, with an almost falter- 
ing voice, '' you are going, then, to 
quit Wiseby Place ?" His agitation 
obliged him to stop. He resumed-^ 
*' I had hoped that yt>Q might have 
found it agreeable to stay here for a 
'greater len^h df time. " 

^ A large straw bonnet half concealed 
Adtiana^s face. Wiseby cduld not 
read her looks; *he ^ly heard this 
answer, pronounced in a sufficiently 
calm tone of voice : '' You are going 
to Scotland, my lord; I shalf avail 
mjrself Of your absence to make the 
tour of England/* ^ 
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The most arduous part of the task 
was aceomplished : the cpnversatioa 
was commenced. The earl coutixiued 
with more assurance : ^' May I ven- 
ture to inquii^ what part of the king* 
dom it ii your intentioato visit first/' 

'^ Of that I hate not yet consider- 
ed^'' said Adrianft« and added preci- 
pitately--'' The Baron de Taley h^s 
ptoposed to me to gd to Portsmouth^ to 
sea the rigoicin|;s on the king's birth- 
day ; it must be a fine spectacle to 
see 80 many ships bf the line drawn 
out in Spitihead roads. There ar6 
surely balls and entertainments given 
on board of all your admirals' ships/*^ 
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^' Always^ madam/* repliid the earl 
yvith impatience ; and as if to excuse 
too hasty a motion, he add^d, in a 
tone of conc«n — ^^ It was on such an 
toceasion that Adoiiral Kempenfelt's 
vessel went to the hottom. He had 
* giveflj a superb entertainment, to which 
piany ladies were invited. Every soul 
perished/'-^'' Every soul perished !'* 
replied Adriana with a smile — '' You 
will agree, my lord;, that if the same 
misfortune skoitld happen to me^ I 
shall at least die in good company/'' 

Shocked at this appearance of gai- 
ety, the earl fell again into profound 
silence. By an unaccountable caprice, 
he was at this mometit much less 
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flkiick \dth tiie mMe ^and eetiimtble 
coiMiupt of Adlriana^ litaiD cki^^oed nt 
seeing her prefer to hts protection the 
attendance of the Baron de Talej^ a 
man who could noit bane.anj diiffe in 
iter heart. He daid toiler .'with much 
gravity and toleinmty *{ /' It it: 8tt}l 
with M. de Taley> th^n^ thit ^ou in- 
tend to go to Portaniouth. Yoq came 
M^ith him from ttfamburgli : you in- 
tend then also to makeihe tour of Eu- 
rope together ?'t Jkta jiou not Jifraid^ 
madam^ of the opinions tfc> "wfhich your 
imprudence may give rise ?'* 

'' I did not expect, my lord/* re- 
plied Madame d'Azemar, at first with 
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ezkfk digEiity^~ then becomiog affected^ 
hy degrees aaimated^ and at length 
mrriying at the highest pitch of sensi- 
hility : *' I did not expect to find the 
puhltc still more generous than you. I 
love to think that they respect misfor- 
tune — ^that they ought not to see> and 
do not see, in that class of proscribed 
and exiled persons, of both sexes, to 
"whom your nation affords an asylum; 
any thing else than a number of un- 
fortunate individuals, who have all 
become related together, whose duty 
it is to protect eadh other, and whose 
consolation to mingle their regrets and 
their wishes together. 

*' If there be among us some weak 
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"women^ some vicious raen^ wlio dme-' 
g^d the sacretLJaws of thie religion of 
misfortune, I was proud enough to 
think that you consider me as an ex* 
ception^ and that your esteem would 
place me in your eyts heyond all sus* 
picion." 

Here the earl^ deeply moved/ placed 
himself at the side of Adriana^ who 
had sat down again. She continued^ 
with an altered voice that proceeded 
from the soul : '' Upon what founda- 
tion have I rested my claims to your 
interest^ if no:t up^^^n to esteem? 
Yes, I expected more justice .from 
him who has seen me the companion, 
the frieud, the daughter of M. d'Aze- 
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mar. If I could then be true to my 
duties^ almost before I knew what they 
Were^ deign to admit that habit has 
smce made them a rule, a consolation^ 
a necessity to me. Is then only the 
male sex endowed with the faculty of 
knowing the laws of honour ?'/ 

. Adriana paused and shed tears. 
Lord Wiseby was overcome ; he dould 
no longer see any thing but generosity 
that directed her steps/ and prompted 
her departure. A rapid succession of 
ideas represented to him in the darkest 
colours the deserted state to which he 
Was about to'abandoil her ; he accused 
himself of forgetting what he owed to 
ihlsfortuoe; he reproached himself 

VOL. III. I / 
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with want of humanity ; and he £eH 
himself wholly subdued by these gene- 
rous emotions. The tears, the just 
indignation of Adriana, had iq a mo*- . 

ment changed his resolutions ; he had 

\ 
seen her weep^ and all his dread of 

the public opinion had disappeared. 

Adriana had produced upon the yague 

fears of his mind the same effect 

which the morning dawn does upon 

the phantoms of the night. She is to 

him an object of admiration not less 

than of love. He was about to fall 

at her feet when Lady Mary was heard 

to approach. He starts intoluntarily ; 

but yielding to the impulse of his 

h^art, he says to Madame d'A^emar : 

''Then I shall not go to S$otland/' 
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She tftiaesilMer charming eyes ; a ray of 
plearara rakrgl'esr itself with the traces 
of her tears. '' If you remain, at 
Wiseby Place/' answered she^ ^^what 
have I to do at Portsmouth V\ and by 
the softness of her smile, the earl might 
have guessed that she added mentally : 
'^ If you remain at .Wiseby Place^ 
what have I to do any wherie else in 
the universe ? " 

Lady Mary approached^ examin^> 
but did not even dare to interrogate 
Adriana. The happiness of her 
brother appeared to her of so brittle 
a nature, that she feared a single 
word might be sufficient to demolish 
it. She contented herself with em- 
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bracing them both> accompanied them 
back to the h.ouse> and ordered Baron 
de Taley's carriage to be put up 
again. 
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CHAP. X. 

THE MORNING POST. 

Tranquillity and gaiety seemed 
to have again found their entrance into 
Wiseby Place. But so far from that, 
uneasiness and agitation reigned with 
more sway than ever in the soul of 
Lord Wi«eby. He had been indebted 
to his passion for a moment of happi- 
ness unalloyed; be had tasted the 
delight of freely abandoning himself 
to it ; but when he came to reflect more 
coolly upon the subject, a multitude of 
i3 
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painful refle:tions a88iUle4 bim. He 
shuddered to think of the immense step 
which he had taken^ without intending*^ 
without knowing it. Mstdame d'Aze- 
mar was now acquainted with all his 
weakness^ and the extent of the power 
which she possessed over him. Ladj 
Mary^ too successful in duwing^ htm/ 
into the ssnare^ in enconipatsing him 
with her wilei^ wm now the di^Mi^ 
tarj of his secret^ and abl^ to make 
hut too much use of this advMitage^ 
All within him was conflict^ sufferings 
humiliation; and what should he d^ 
in this extremity^ whenhe had chained 
himself to Madame d'Azeniar's pre- 
sence^ when he had placed hin^lf i^ 
the cruel position^ the ^mere aspe^^t of 
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Mrliich disturbed his senses and con- 
founded his ro^son. 

The Baron deTalejvrashot^Qrprised 
that Madame d'Azemar had changed her 
mind ; for he knew the vfiil of a pretty 
vronkan is liable, to change; he\ had 
required nothing inore of faer^ and for 
his part it had appeared to him more 
natOTAl i6 remain Mian to set out ftlone. 

Lord Wiseby had too much good* 
breeding not to behave with politeness 
towards the baron; but whether it 
was tibrat the latter had become in his 
eyes an insignificant persoux; or that^ 
ffom babit^ he had retained against 
fiim some prejudices tvhich be did not 
I 4 
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avow to himself^ or fioallj^ that his 
present disposition rendered him more 
susceptible of impatience and con- 
trariety^ it is certain th^i he spoke to 
M. de Taley with a kind of disrespect 

^' One morning the b^r(m had conie 
late to brakfiu&t. '' Ab ! " said the eaj^l, 
""'this is not b^ng punctifaK" The 
following rooroing fae was in the breaks- 
fast parlour sooner than any other per- 
son of the company^ and aoaused him- 
self with reading the newspapers. 
^' Am I not punctual^ mj lord?" said 
•he with an air of confidence to the earl^ 
who entered with his two sisters* ^^ I 
do not call that being piinctunl/* re- 
plied the latter, '' but being in haste/? 
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Victor and Madame d'Azemar had 
not yet made their appearance. The 
conversation languished^ when suddenly 
the baron cried out: '* Aha ! my lord^ 
here are congratulations due to you. 
You will not be able to defend yourself* 
— How^ sir ?— Only hear the paragraph 
from the Morning Post ;"^nd the baron 
read : " A youog French lady of raril 
has resided for some time in Middlesex : 
the neble lbrd> so well known for his 
aversion to paarriage^ and as pre- 
sident of the Bachelor's Club^ is, it is 
reported, on the exe of marrying her. 
The nuptials it seems are to be per- 
formed at W y Place, where all 
the family is assembled for the purpose. 

i5 
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The dajas oot naoaed ; but no d^ubt is^ 
entertaioed of the fa^t'* 

'' What extravagance !" exclaimed 
the earL ^^ WiU you permit me to 
look at the paper?" added he^ almost 
snatching it redely from the hands of 
the reader. — '' Sec with your ovm eyes, *'* 
9i^id the baron. *' More than twenty 
persons had already mentioned it to m^ 
ifl liondon, and I told them that I did 
UPt doubt it/' 

The earl, without hearing him, threw^- 
dbw© the paper in 9k passion, afterr 
hayifig read it himself, and walked* 
^bout the apartment wiih. a hurti^ 



Digitized by Google 



THE BACttfiLOR. tl^ 

step and witbout speaking. Lady 
Catoline increased her brother's tor- 
ments : she gravely took the paper^ and 
read with a loud voice the whole para- 
graph^ dwelling upon every word, and 
thed said : '^ It is certain that I had hi- 
thefto Referred expressing my thoughts^ 
upon this subject J but, my brother^ 
when the public has seen you accompany 
Madt^me d'Azemar to London ; when 
they know thatshe resides in your house i 
when they see hef at present settled in 
the midst of us ; it is quite natural that 
they should believe, like every one 
who knows you -^ 

She was just going to draw the 
inference, when the earl. Unable ta 
contain himself any longer, went out^ 
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cursing iowardlj the barou^ his sister^ 
the Morning^ Post and its impertinent 
^itof. 

Lady Mary, in despair^ ran tq 
. Madame d' Azemar to acquaint her with 
this terrible incident. A& for l^ady 
Caroline^ she thought it her duty to go 
to the aid of her brother^ and went 
with all haste to his apartment : he 
bad shut himself in^ and did not open the 
4oor till after her repe;sited solicitations, 

-'Bfotber^*' said she, /'it is upoOj 
great occasions Ibat frii^ndship i^ 
tried : I can render you service in the 
siti>ation in which you are placed. . I 
flatter, myself that I have s9Hie interest^ 
^itfc tl|e editor pf the Post, as J 
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been in more ways than one the itieans 
of adduig to the reputatioii of bis jour-r 
nfli. Do jnu wish that !^ should pre^ 
vail upoj) himitopu]i)Ii^ha formal c^m* 
tradictipn of thii»paragra|>h>,^hieh dis*^ 
tressed you s^o >i]uch^; tboygh I c^miot 
tell why r,. . : 

Lady Capolise touich^d the tendec 
string in the unfortunate Wiseby's 
heart. The wisest^ the; firou^t of ifen 
admits tile approach of the. copsojkit 
who flatters one of his foibles. The 
proposition dlid H^t at first appear un-. 
reascmable to the good earl ; but he 
soon reflected that the remedy would be 
^orse l^n.t]^^ di^ase; tba^ a greater 
publ4(^<;y TToul^ ooly ado totiiecidicule 



d by Google 



6f W* situdtioB. He therefbre merefjF 
thanked hi« tsister^ anl begged her not 
to think of any step of tiiat nature: 
Site imme^atdy rcftired trttfc the dis- 
eontent ordinary to persons* >i^h<^ offer a. 
service, ^nd who are always disconcert- 
ed if it is refused; which provteS that 
selfishness often forms a part in that 
eofidoct which i« reckoned obliging; 

Lord Wiseby, abandoned to the 
horror of his refleiions, felt himself 
de^aded; ovef whelmfed^ annihilated. A 
jingle obgect was before his eyes^ bamiflye 
that fatal paper the Morning Posti 
Erery word in the pbnoxiods paragraph 
-was present to his thoughtisi^ erery wotS 
)^emed to hrm the seaF df bin'djsgrace;. 
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Na doubt lie loved Adriana^ no 
doubt his imagination eould not re-^ 
present to him any more pleasing pros- 
pect for futurity, tban that of tbfe 
society of a being who combined tl^e 
graces with wisdom, virtue with , 
beauty, wit with reason ; but what are 
the graces, the wisdom, the virtue, the 
beauty of the adored Adriana, while 
be thinki be foreseel^ himself accused 
by the yoi^e of the public, his cfaarac 
ter compromised, his principles abjure 
ed, his dishonour consummated ? But> 
on the other hand, what would the! 
public voico, what his pricfcipleff with 
regard to matrimony avail before the 
tribunal of his heart, if he was sure of 
being beloved ? Ah, his choice woulct 
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DO longer be ia suspense^ if he saw 
nothing in the universe but bis' system 
and his love. He loves ; but is he 
loTed? %h^, that is^thedoub^ which 
if resolved favourably for ^his happi- 
iiesSj would repay him for eVjery^sacri.- 
fice. He does not seek in his recollec- 
tion> in past eircumstances^ in the 
unpremeditated motions> in words 
that had involuntarily escaped from 
Adriana; whether it .be true or 
pot that a love so genuine as his is: 
returned ; it is sufficient for him to 
doubty to render him incapable of see- 
ing any thing. He s^es nothing but 
disgrace ; that seeks him^ that pursues 
him: whither Bhall he fly? This he 
neither knows nor asks^ himself. All 

$ 
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that fae feels is the .^ji^h^ the neeessitjr 
of Qying from Adr^ana and from th« 
world ; why cannot hje fly fri>ra him* 
self? Respect for the opinion of the 
world £Weg him tlie order : be is its 
slave; he obeys. 

Wiseby^ distracted^ orders bis horseA 
to be saddled. They a\vait him. 
He adv4Me»wiMv a precipitin step ; 
8u4d«oly he itops in sui{tenie and 
shudders. What effect do^et the noise 
of that carriage which is driving off 
produce upon bim } He is upon the . 
steps of the bouse and about to mounl^ 
his horse : uulucky the a,nuaai he shall 
bestri^e^ if he doe$ not stop till be. 
has fQ;in4 repose I 
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'^ Brother! nhehpme;** excUtm- 
ed a yoke to bioi wbtch thrilled 
the recesses of bis soul. 

^' She ill p^m \" repeated lAdy 
Mar j^ bathed in tears^ and neither the 
one nor the other bad occasion to 
name Adriana. 

*' She is fone.!** said Wftefcy, wi«h 
ite^ld^ ghMmiy air> thut bespokift th^ 
diforder of hit ideas. 

'* Oh> mjr brother, my dear brother, 
nothing could prevail upon bet to stay : 
onfly here is a deposit whicH she charg- 
ed ine io deliter into your hands, 
ixfhil^ she bade me an eternalfafeWd*** 
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Wi8d)y, ftill of impMitTiice^ reads 
^his name iipon the eover^ and precipi^ 
tately breaks all the feeals with which 
it is setuted : his eager^ restless^ irou*^ 
bled glmee s€^ nothing bcrt a paper and 
a Hieiiioranduni-'beok : agitated witli 
violent emotions^ and with, a trembling 
liand^ he opens the billet and reads as 
fallows;—— 

"^ ^' You love Adriana^ and ydyr pride 
is stronger than your love. Adriana 
has always loyed you; Adriana still 
loves you<i You should not know it 
unless you were never to see her again. 
These tablets are a deposit which she 
leaves in your bands : of what us6 
should they hereafter be to her? 
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Adriana has uothing oiore to nrrite in 
them. 

/' I have v^old you that my memo- 
randums yrere my written cpDscience^ 
to which I have oev^ lied ; read> 
helieve^ i^iid regret. Adieu/"^ 

Wiieby^ in a frenzy of eagerneit 
opened the memorandum-book^ and 
leadi 
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CHAP. XL 

MEMORANDUMS. 

Wb suppose that the reader share ; 
ia the impatience of Lord Wiseby, 
and we shall only insert from these 
memorandums what serves to throw a 
light upon the character of Adriana^ 
and her secret attachment to Milford. 

1782. — I am fifteen years of. age: 
six months have elapsed since I left 
the convent. I had been told that the 
world would shock me: I entered it 
with my eyes closed. After seme time 
I yentured to open an eye ; I saw that 
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it was myself that was an object of 
attention ; of that I was very glad ; 
and I' was no longer afraid of any 
thing, when M. d'Azemar, an aged 
relation of our family, a$ked me in 
marriage of my mother. 

My friends in the conyent had told 
me that young ladies married only in 
order to nave an equipage^ and to 
hear themselves called madame^ 



Gratitude made me first respect and 
love M. d'Azeniar : reflection basgrft^ 
dually taught me. all his work : I ow« 
to him the just notions which I have 
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adopted; I owe to htm aU that I have 
since srt^quired^ ipy instructioii^ evea 
ihe knowledge of my duties. 

He ha<i taught me how to loarn. 
^' Read few books of history," said he 
to me ^ ^^ you hare no relations or 
friends either among the Greeks or the 
Romans. It is for the learned to live 
with the dead. It is sufi^cient for a 
young lady to know to whom she 
speaks : she requires the art of pleasing 
those with whom she lives^ a knowledge 
of the world, and its manners/* 



llS^v^aw at Patnpelbba Lord 
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Milfbrd. It is asserted that those men 
who are so amiable in general society 
are very, morose at home. What a 
pity should not this Englishman form 
an exception to the rule! 



M. d'Azemar is very partial to Lord 
Milford: I do not know why this 
gives me pleasure. 

The buUrfight is put off for a fort- 
i^ght!....A fortnight longer! I am 
very glad of it. 



Of all the jnen whom I.joe^ with 
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here, there is none but Lord Milford 
to whom I pay any attention : should 
that perhaps be because I see that of 
all the women that surround us, I 
please him the most. 



What is it that pleases me more in 
Lord M ilford than in others ? It is his 
countenance^ ia which his heart and 
his soul are painted : it is his voiee^ 
which is whatever he wishes it to be ; 
it is his language^ which is noble^ 
frank, simjple, polite, without affec- 
tation and without flattery ; it is his 
generosity, which his modesty con- 
ceals, ,and which the slightest occasion 
brings to light. «.. I need no longer ask 

YOh. III. K 
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mj^self what it is that pleases me most 
in Lord Milford. 



BuH-Jiglit. Oh^ how I have been 
frightened ! — Fortunaltely Lord Mil- 
ford was there. ^ I believe it was he 
that saved my life. I wish it were so 
—-perhaps he wishes- the same ! — 
Enough ! I am plajiog ttie fool — 
fortunately no one will see what I 
write 



Departure front Pampduna. A 
bad day. M, d'Azemar says I am 
melancholy. Should tliiis be true? 
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I am afraid it is...... — ^ ,. 

I hare lost that pretty medallioOj 

the workmatiship of Victor, his por- ^ 
trait which I am so fond of. This is 
singular ! M. de Azenjar says he 
believes himself certain that he put it 
into the hands of Lord Milford^ after 
taking it from my.neck^ at the bull- 
fight^ and^that Milford probably kept 
it through inadvertency. I wish it 
were not through inadvertency. — He 
is gone! — rWould that he knew at 
least that it affords me pleasure to 
believe that my medallion is yfx his 
bands ! 



e2 
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I cannot help smiling when I think 
of the tone one is obliged to assume, 
the part one has to act jn the world ; 
virtue and information are of use to 
all women ; but it seems that it is with 
-^virtue as it is with science ; mankind 
do not like an ignorant woman^ and yet 
they will not have her appear learned ; 
they require that she should be virtu- 
ous^ but they are disgusted when she 
appears too much so. The world is 
difficult to please. 



I was jresterday at a ball at M. de 
— ^'s. Almost^all the young men 
crowded about me. I heard a lady 
say that I ^as a coquet. I own I think 
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that a^ouiig.woinaa ought, without 
disturbing her repose or wounding her 
conscience, to pay some regard to the 
satisfaction of' others, who shew no 
mercy to those who do not please them. 
Besides, is it generous, when a person 
flatiei's your vanity, by offering you an 
homage which he always rates highly, 
to wound his by rejecting it ? 

But I am sensible that I run no risks. 
I have read that a queen of France 
answered her confessors^ who asked her 
whether she had any lovers at the 
court of the king, her father: ^' No, 
there was no king there!*' I might 
also answer : " No, I have not jm t 
witbaLordMilford.'' 
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Besides^ am I not the wife of M. 
d'Azemar^ Perhaps it had hecn better 
if this consideration had not come in 
the last ; but I write in order to give 
an account to myself of what lad). 



Portrait of Lord Milford. Mil- 
ford....! stop: it seems to me as if 
the pleasure which I take in thinking 
of him were an offence to some one. 
At least this page shall be left blank : 
it was destined for him, and I should 
not be able to write any thing upon it 
without regret. 
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Barcelona. The health of M.d'Aze* 
mar becomes daily mor^e feeble: the 
misfortunes of our country overwhelni 
him. He endeavours in vain' to con- 
ceal from me the pain and sufferings 
of his mind : he would wish to spare 
me every kind of uneasiness.. 

What gentleness and what ameuity 
direct all the motions of this extraor*- 
dinary man ! I respect as much as I 
admire him : he is thankful for all my 
attentions as if I did not owe them to 
him. 



M. d'Azemar wounds my heart 
without intending it. He perceives 
k4 
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himself extinguishing^ and he speaks 
to me as if I did. He thinks to con^ 
iole me to prepare me for losing him by 
telling me that for a long time past I 
ought to have looked upon him as. 
nothing else than a friendly shade. 



In one of those moments of paternal 
effusion which mark every day of 
his life^ M. d'Azemar* said to me, 
'/ Adriana^ I have a secret- concern 
upph my mind^ which I cannot conceal 
from you. I find some pleasure in 
4:onfersing with you upoti it, before I 
(juityou for ever. I believed for some 
time, that in adopting you fpr my 
child^ for I considered you only as my 
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. daughter^ I had done every thing that 
0iy fortune^ and the tender interest I 
£eel in you^ advised me to do for your 
advantage: but bad I not married 
you a year; too soon> I could have dpne 
better for you ; I could have married 
you to Lord Milford. Nothing would 
then have been wanting to your hap- 
piness : as it is^ notwithstanding all 
my endeavours^ it has been imperfect. ' 
Accident baffles the best intentions. 
Adriana^ pardon my friendship for you, 
^hen I tell you, that if he exisfed, if 
he were free, if I knew in what place 
he dwelt, I would leave to him as a 
legacy the care of your happiness^" . 

fC, d'Azemar could never have given 
k5 
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me a more affecting proof of hif 
esteem. He must have ^conceived it 
certain^ that in presenting such an 
idea to my raind^ he did not excite 
a regret in my heart. Why did he 
speak thus to me ? Such confidential 
communications a man may make 
to his sister^ but he does not make 
them to his wife, unless when he sees 
his end approaching. Every thing 
that he says to me has the '^wr, the 
accent of the farewel words of a fa- 
ther. I am not superstitious^ but he 
will certeiuly die. 



The calamity which I foresaw %ut 
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too plainly has taken place. M. 

d'Azemaris no more The regret 

of all those who have know him in 
this country^ which is not bis own, ac- 
companies him to the grave ; but what 
is their regret in comparison with 
mine ? It is I alone who know what 
I lose. 

My aunt is with me^ but she is un- 
able to console me. She is sensible 
that she herself stands in need of con- 
solation. 

No person of my o-wn, age about 
me ! I am all alone ! Where is niy 
brother ? 

K 6 
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I am free t What is liberty in a 

desert? 1 am a widow ! I am 

....I do not want to know my age. I 
was sixteen when I was in Spain^ when 
i saw Lord Milford. Were I to count 
a . hundred times^ this would still 
amount to twenty four. 

/ What use have I made of my life ? 
Apparently that which I ought to have" 
made of it, for I have nothing to re- 
proach myself with. What usojstiall 
I still make of it ? There is no per- 
son in the world but Lord Milford of 
whom I would ask this question..... .. 

I am going to Italy 
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Venice. I remained at Venice longer 
than in the Milanese. I never told 

the Senator M ^ the Marquis C..., 

Monseigneur F...., wbyl conversed 
vrith them in preference to others. 
They often spok« to me of Milford, 
vfithout being aware of the pleasure 
it gave me. 



Lausanne. My aunt is dead f-— 
What is Jeft joae? — the will to suffice 
for myself. ^ 



Hamburgh. An Englishwoman^ 
Lady Caroline S.,..^ has informed me 
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that Victor is ib London witb the Ear^ 
of Wiseby. She is willing to conduct 
me to this friend of my brother, I 
have accepted her oflfer. Did I recol- 
lect wheii I acce{Med it that England 

is Lord Milford's country? I be* 

lieve I did. Jj^idy Caroline does not 



know him. I should have been hs^fy 
to ba¥e heard her speak of him. She 
knows at le^t that he is in existence. 
Large as England is^ I shall perhaps 
still find Lord Milford in it. Perhaps 
he vj^ill no longer recollect me — he 
will perhaps find me much altered — 
perhaps he is married 



London. Day of de}ight J why art 
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l^irn Rot tke hst of my life ! Goold 
I die more happily ! One doed not 
then die of nurpritse and joy. 

Lord Wisebj ! Victor's ft ieod is he ! 
He is Milford himself ! — Milford^ yfho 
has not forgotten me. I have seen it-^ 
his firist giance t^ it meo htl m4 be 
silent; let Ine eoneeal all ; let me enjoy 
it in the secret privacy #f my heart. 



Wieebtf Place. He loves me, but 1 
love him much more than I om loved 
by him. lie does not knov^ himsdf ; 
he does not know me. His love has 
to combat with fantastic obstacles^ 
phantoms that exkt onfy in his imagi- 
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nation. As for woB^ I baye nerer had 
any thing to combat with but my doty 
Ah 1 Mobile I reproached myself for 
thinking of bim^ was it not still to 
think what place Adriana held in his 
remembrance ? - 

M. d'Azemar bequeathed to him the 
care of my happiness. It was my 
destiny to lojre him : it has long been 
my duty to conceal this from myself^ 
and I could still take a false pride in 
keeping it concealed. But does love 
know pride ? Milford will read my 
heart, t know Milford too well not 
to answer for it that I should render 
him happy. Is it liis title^ bis rank^ 
, his fortune thut attract me ? -Those 
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things cannot dazzle my eyes. It is 
Milford whom I have always loved, 
sought, and whom I find again for the 
happiness of bis life. My existence 
Js devoted to him ; I shall banish sor* 
row from him ; I shall watch v^hile he 
sleeps ; and he will repay me for my 
happiness with his. But no^ Milford^ 
it is your happiness alone that I desire. 
I do not question your lieart: what- 
ever place Adriana may hold in it^ let 
me, Milford, love you. 



r^' Good God ! ** ext;laimed Wiseby, as 
he finished l^e rapid perusal of these me- 
morandums, which his eyes had devour* 
ed like his passion : /' Good God 1" he 
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exclaimed a hundred times^ throw ii^ 
looks of ecstacy towards heaven^ as if 
heaven had heen the abode of Adriana. 
In his transport he was scarce!)^ consci- 
ous that a messenger from London bad 
just delivered a ^letter into his bands. 
And can be^ will he read any thing 
else than the adored tablets which he 
presses to his heart ? He opened this 
uninteresting letter; (read enough of 
it to throw it to the ground with con- 
tempt and to ^forget it; mounted his 
swiftest horse^ and rode off. ** When 
do you return, brother?'* called Lady 
Mary after him with a wrrovfful voice. 
^' With her, or never/' exclaimed the 
earl^ and his sister had already lost 
bim out of ber sight. 
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CHAP. xn. 

Tfig GONCLUlitON. . 

Ah ! in wbitt a short qMoe of tiiM 
a man may become wholly changed 
fro» what be vat before ! , 

Shall I say what this letter was 
which Lord Wiseby hatl read with such 
indificfence aad conteiapt, which be 
had eten disdained to take up front the 
ground ?^^I will say it, that the reader 
may be astooislMrd : hid if he recollects 
that hofd Wiseby Joscrws that be is 
loved^ his astonishment will coase. 
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This letter, which some days, some 
hours before would have been a stroke 
of thunder {x> him, had upon the seal 
the words Bachelors' Club. This let- 
ter, which renuined without effect, 
and received no anawer^ contained 
whatfoUoWi. 

" My lord, MTC have the honour of 
informing you, that the news of your 
intended ma^riag^ has become univer- 
sally kuowfi ; it h^ts even been an- 
nounced in- .the public prints : our 
society, therefoi^Cyin a general meeting 
of the members, has come to a resold- 
tion which the presumed defection of 
a person of your rank, consequence, 
and acknowledged reputation, rendered 
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necessary. We accordingly beg your 
lordship to send us either a categorical 
answer or your resignation. The pre- 
sident of the Bachelors' Club ought 
not even to be suspected/' 

This letter was signed by all the 
members. 

, Lord Wiseby was far from bestow- 
ing a thought upon the honourable 
members or their letter. He pursued 
the traces of Adriana ; he called upon 
her alone; he had her alone in his 
view. He had set off at full gallop^ 
intending^o go to Burton ; but in the 
agitation of his mind^ and the intoxi- 
cation of his passion^ he had by mis* 
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take titken the M^rong road^ and ^d 
not discover Bis error till after three 
hours' riding. Near the habitation of 
the Dumenil family, he met the postil- 
lion and horses of Lady Caroline re- 
turning; Madame d'Azemar having 
employed /them to take her that dis- 
tance. 

^' Where is she, wretch !'* exclaimed 
Lord Wisehy to the pbstiflion. ^he 
latter, vrho had never seen the good eatl 
in It passion, was some time before he 
was able to givfe him an answer; At 
last he said that he humbly begged his 
liOrdship's pardon ; that he thought 
nothing had been done but by his 
orders; tJbat his Lordship might re- 
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liieinber that he had once for all told 
rlits people that the orders of Madame 
d*Azeinar should be obeyed by them 
equally with his own. — ^^ I ask you 
whither you have conveyed her/' re- 
peated the earl with a voice like thun- 
der and with augmented impatience.-— 
^^ To Burton; to M. Dumenirs/* 
answered the poi»tillion trembling; 
'^ but your. Lordship will not find any 
one there/* They all set out for Lon- 
don, takiiig Madame d*Azemar with 
them in the carriage, five minutes at 
most after her arrival. They drove at 
a great rate : I do not think your lord- 
ship will be able to overtake them," 
The postillion still continued speaking 
when Lord Wtseby was already riding 
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full gallop the road to London. It 
was not till at a late hour on the sTuc* 
jceeding daj thaf^ after much labour 
and search^ he learnt in what street, 
and at what house Adriana had been 
set down with her friends. Thither 
he immediately flew. 

Madame Dumenil and her daught^ 
Adel^ were gone out. Madame d'Aze- 
mar^ alone with the good M. Dumenilj 
was depositing in his bosom her sorrows 
4ind complaints. A young woman 
whose heart has been deeply wounded^ 
soothes her griefs by disclosing them. 
The sympathy of an old man is a bal- 
sam which she receives with confi- 
dence : he affords her paternal conso- 
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latioD. JS/[. Dumenil was listening to 
Madame d'Azemar^ and bewailing her 
affliction^ when . a sudden noise at- 
tracted their attention. What is it 
they have heard ? What do (hey see ? 
A man transported with happiness and 
love. He exclaims^ '^ Adriana \" and 
already he is a{ her feet. 

^' Adriana^'' repeated the earl, '' be 
the arbiter of my life ; nothing shall 
part us but death. Return, return^ 
Adriana, follow your lover, your hus- 
band. At ' your feet I abj ure my errors. 
Let the whole world j u dge me. I shall 
say to the world, '^ Behold her?'* 

Adriana smiles — Lord Wiseby i» 

TOL. III. L 
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happy. '' My dear^child/' says th<e 
good M. Dumenil, '' this is worth 
more than all the consolation I could 
give you/* ^^ Ah ! sir/' says the earl, 
with some "confusion, '' I had not ob- 
served you : will you pardon me ?^* 
" How could you see any one but her ? 
She and I, she and I ! that is the lan- 
guage of all lovers. I must have been 
a being^ of that sort myself>" added he 
with a smile. '^ But that is a recol-" 
lection of a very distant period/' 

Madame Dumenil and her daughter 
entered at that mojnbbt. Absorbed in 
the sweetest, ptfrdst delight, Adriana 
had only power to say to them, ^^ There 
h^ isl^' Out 'what an espreasion of 
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felicity was conveyed in these three 
words ! ^' My friends^ my dearest 
friends/* cried Wiseby, with an accent 
that came from his heart, "' you will 
not refuse to accompany my Adriana, 
to be witnesses of the happiness of 
Wiseiy.'* ^^ Let us be going, ray 
lord^ let us be going/' replied M. Du- 
meuil. '^ liappiness is like all other 
masters, he does not choose to be kept 
waiting." 

The same carriage in which Madame 
d*Azemar and the Dumenils had made 
such a melancholy journey to London 
conveyed theni, as well as the earl, 
back to Wiseby Place. But how dif- 
ferent was the animation of their 
l2 
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miods^ their hearts^ and countenances ! 
The good old gentleman could scarcely 
contain his joy. '' My dear child,*' 
said he to Adriana, while they were on 
the road together ; '^ My dear neigh- 
bour/' said he to the earl, '' was I in 
the wrong when I said that the time 
would come when you two would be 
married ? Faith, I shall set up for 
a prophet : I find I have a wopderful 
talent that way/' ^ / 

When they were arrived within & 
few miles of Wiseby Place, the carl 
mounted his horse again, and rode cm 
before the rest, in order that be m%ht 
himself announce the retuin of Ma- 
dame d'Azemmr. This was aimouQciiig 
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liappiness to Lady Mary ; but her ten- 
der and benevolent heart did not sepa- 
rate all the vurioiis causes of happiness 
that combined together. She enjoyed 
at once for Victor, for Adriana, for 
her brother^ and for herself. Lady 
Caroline and the Baron de Taley could 
act but cold parts in so animated a 
denouement. Madame d'Azcmar was 
received in the arms of her beloved 
brother, and of the amiable Lady 
Mary : the carl would have fallen 
again at her feet. He pressed to his 
. h6art the trembling hand of this adored 
woman • for pleasure is a cause of 
trembling as well as fear, He led her 
to the middle of the hall ; then ap- 
proaching the mysterious apartment, * 
l3 
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the kej of which he held ia his hand; 
he said to Adrians^ /^ Before 700 en-* 
ier here, recollect well whether you 
did not once express a particular i;^ ish 
in my presence/' 

The read^ will remember^ that 
when at Pampeluna^ M^iune d'Aze- 
mar had said^ without any particular 
intention, that if she were as rich as 
the handson^e Duchess of Deronshire, 
she would have an apartment fitted up 
as if for the abode of a fylpfa. Her 
first words, as she looked around her 
with surprise, and recollected her fan^ 
ciful wish, were^ — *' Ab, how charm- 
^ ing ! '* and her eyes, suffused with tears 
#f gratitude^ bad already thanked the 
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cmI« The objects timt presteted 
tiiemseWes to ^er view were tbe fol* 
lowing: 

A grove lighted frq^in above, eneir- 
cling an enclosure of rose*trees trained 
upon espi^li^rs^ with ivllar« of poppies 
interspersed. Two trtioks pf aged wil^ 
lows in bronze, supported two gold 
^S^j h J which was suspended a ham-* 
mock of white gold tissue. Further^oii 
an alcove, the window of which looked 
into the park, ibe same that Lady Alary 
liad seen with the blind open. 

Madame d'Azemar had no sooner set 
her foot within this alcove, than she 
saw — what? a. wax imag^ of herself 
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sleeping upAn a sofa. ''Ah ! liow ugfjr 
she is !'* she exclaimed. 

^' Spare her/' replied Lord Wiseby : 
'' it is to her that I have been indebted 
for the illusion which you realize, I 
have here acdonfiplished only one of 
yoHr wishes. Live thyen with me to 
form more^ and to see them always ac- 
complished> if they do not extend be- 
yond the bounds of my fortune and my 
life/' '' Milford/' replied Adriana, 
" you believe in my love^ and you de- 
serve it. Are not all the wishes of^ 
my heart accomplished? — Ah ?'* cried 
she, '' my medallion ! never was it so 
dear to tne before/' and she pressed it ^ 
to her lips with transport. Lord 
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:Wiseby felt still m^ore plei^ure in re- 
storing it than he had in possessing it 

The nuptials of the earl and Ma* 

dame d'Azemar, and those of Ladj 

Mar j and Victor^ wei^e solemnized on 

the. same day^ with all the magnificence 

becoiming the dignity of an Etl^glish 

peer, who united his belo¥ed sister 

with his deareirf fr4end> and joined the 

, destiny of his ^wn life with that of 

the ^ amiably objfct of his esteem and 

love, 

Wiseby found himself so completely 
weaned from his former notions, that 
he undertook to convert the Baron de 
Taley ^a the sul^ect of matrim^y. 
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«nd advised also his sister^ Lady Ca- 
roliDe^ to toarrj. ' 'the arguments 
which he found in favour of matri- 
mony M^ere as numerous^ as convinc- 
ingj and as well supported by reason 
as kuy of those he had formerly ad- 
vanced against this kind of union^ 
which is nCiore or less agreeable^ more 
or less happy^ more or less desirable^ 
but which had'this at least in its favour^ 
that it is in general use, and accord- 
ing to every appearance will long con- 
tinue so. The day previous to his 
marriage^ he sent in his formal resig- 
nation^ both as president and as niem- 
ber of the Bachelors' Club, not that 
he attached afty importance to this 
at^ti but from motives of deli^cacy and 



db; Google 



TH£ 9ACH£l<Q|l. S27 

respeet td^9.rds h^s pld friepds, >y}iom 
he still esteemed^ b\it >vboiJi fee pitied 
for petseyering in errors whicb. were 
no longer his^ ^ince happiness had 
opened his eyes. 

Adriana gave Wiseby reason to 
cherish the hymeneal bond^ because 
this bond was neither to ber nor to 
him a chain. .Sucb was the evenness 
of her temper, the gaiety and versa- 
tility of her mind, and the excellence 
of her heart, that Wiseby, seeing 
nothing about him but what tended 
to yield him satisfaction, came to this 
general conclusion, that in the native 
countr}^ of syjtern^ eccentriicity^.aad 
spleen^ an Englishmah knov^s nothing 
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Imi ')ifdppiness wheo he has for bis 
friend, such a nian as Victor^ and 
for his wife a woman like Adriana. 



THB END. 



FttaM by B. ChUUHVf WeU-Strcet^ Cripplefste. 
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